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DEFACE TO SECOxVD Eomoy. 


Eight years ago the first edition of this little work 
as presented to the Prauc as an endeavoor, in some 
agree, to snpply the great want esperidneed by many 
ateliers of obtaining an aoeoant of the MAovmossTTsa 
AT Alias and the remarkable rains in the neighbonH.oo.1 

*'“’f' "I’P®'"' '■«™ fovoreti the book then; as not 

onesingle copy „f the first edillen ean new be praeured 
^ aa advertising for it goes. The Pemi„„ nork has’ 
thorafore, been re-transinted, and the nand-Boaksome’ 

wte enlarged. Kghtyeatsagonnmbersofvisitomwera 

2«-u.t,y viewing the Taj ; but now their nl;:; 

nst be greatly i,ereased,sinee a railway wlli convey 

tJieiu to witiiina few mifes of it * n, ^ 

wonid pass by Agra without seeing this - cST 

nWd-mnst, indeed, i^ either? rr 

~ttot..„sen.„gni«errsrhrT::r:- 

Punjab. 

V 1:2:^ 

].^ Ct -I ;.,L ARCHAEOLO^aiuisL 

I JiJH Av^Ve NEW DELHL T /Vm^ f 

L I Act?. *^ 0 -^ ... ff 














PHEFACE TO THIRD EDITION. 


The Compiler of tliis little attempt at a Gui^e Rook 
to the Taj at Agra, &c., had hoped that before the Seeond 
Edition was exhausted, some more eompeteut person 
would hare brought out a work on The Taj, Agra, and 
its neighbourhood, it is much to he regretted that such 
ait undertaking has not yet been accomplishod, for sure* 
ly it is worthy of one> and materials for a most interest* 
ing Volume abound ; hut suoh a work being still want¬ 
ing, and the whole of the Second Edition of “Tlie Guide 
Book " having been disposed of, a Third Edition has lieeii 
published. The Glorious Monument of the Taj has be=- 
come a world-wide sight,” and is now a days tisiteil by 
travellers from most parts of the Globe who must rest 
contented with this slight skoteh, until something lietter 
Is prodm^d. 

PerwAB, 

18Q% 


J, T. K. 




Jfu t&r iwtttf d 6gD '^frriful imfc 

" 3JajT Iff ^ro^Btr niiafrhfein^," 




Tins Boos, gives an account of Jitniuoo Besuiu wliosc 
title Mumtnz Mahal (of all families tlietmjst tlliis, 
tnpus), letter known TnJ Beebi, and Koor Jelmn 
(Light Of the Horld), the wife of Sliahjehan Badsliuh 
Gasiee, the daughter ofNinvab Asif Khan, Prime Minis¬ 
ter, and gland tkiighter of Nawab Etirmddowla ■ also 
the history ofScciiiidni, the Fort at Agra, ami ruins of 
Futtuhpoi'c Sikree, the names of the Hemi workmen, 
and the diJierent stones used in the comtructiun of the 
Taj. 


Sliali Jehan, Emperor, Conqueror of Worlds, Pi n- 
tector of tlie Poor, Taker by the hand of the distressed, 
most learned and illustrious, had four sous bv his Em¬ 
press, Mumtai!. The first born was Bara Shjjfo, whom 
■i_y* Emperor appointed as his successor, and who lived 
' with him ; he was Governor of HiudusUu. 

The second, Shah Shoojah (like Josejih), and very 
learned ; ho was Governor of Bengal; he ooJlected all 
the wise and clever men around him, and in every way 
was obedient to his Mlier. 

Hitjpt ill# maa wlsci tvaifi ^ i^Ti U^* t 
" Wbo ukltnl to hu biim,'" 

I The third son was Anrungzeh Alumgeer ; he go¬ 
verned the Beocan with great wisdom. 

^ The fourth was Mtihoiued Mni'ad Duksli; lie governeil 
Gooiierat, Tatta and Bukkur on the Indus with great 
w'isdom. and never did any thing without the advice of 
bis Mher, 

The Emperor had also four daughters, accomplished 
beautiful and obedient. Tho first, Unjeman Aro 
Begum; the second, Gatee Arra Begum ; the tUiid, Jehan 
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<jUfr)E TO THE TAJ AT AtlBA* 


1 i T 1. 11 Eimritj! Tin^i^ 

At last (he Bmraess Iiift this wotM, and went to the 
cent, living with the Piiiis in heaven; licr mort”.! 

^nt s,ite of tliti Tiy, and ivhcn ber loiidj was proDaied 
fur Iieiv tlmy were afterwards lemaved with tcrLt^Grt 
iTiony to t!ie vault updernoatb the T;^ ^ 

of every kiu<l and description 
of Mausoleum in the world, and laid before tbe Em. 

peror, who, after much thought and stuclv selertiid 

j5rh’’T1'’‘“i •“ MtthonLllfrcndi't 

celebmtod architect, who was sent by His Hiehiicss tli^ 
&oltan of Boom (Tnfkcy) ; nnd a ni«lcl of if «S flret 

mile in wood ; and dnringn space of 17 years iiroeions 
stones and marble wera collected. ^ pieciou!* 

thcJvt.?s‘tl“'' fii'C. in- 

M IrsJblll left thu troHif, 

K thf. •HgsU gisvB fijn |n,t Tertn for rh. Tt ify 

Thi rnikn( plnw of JUumtu SfoM jt m Lufmi.*' 

This last verse being read, each letter in llic Peisian 
siding for si figure, gives 1010 of the Hijree which 
Mahomedim way of counting, woufe 

'Oic Ein|)eror Shalijehan Shahboodeen fifabomed 

beloved ^!dfe 

iind of the tomb erected over her ^ 

" Sf‘ik '^5** w** P«*» for • fob,],. 

UtoK Id tie tims of ^ku • 

Tralj- pj^ for lonn (o 

jpoLmst m«le of itict miinJ 
4i tn Ihv leri-nU] Erntm,, 


Mil) n<K, Mtd Leih. Lot«I ci>Icbl*t«l ib OSauUl 


pMMy. 
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CL'IDE TO THE TAJ AT AGRA. 


Itllj 


'T4 


Afl. ediOiv Wi* llMH m U« of jnndM* j 

rTf^i rrai^nM tiprrmfh ^ m-nmnd. 

Tnr tuhuii iwp it* niimri* qlna 
JVilIt ilirrir dfDuplng fjc-Iinbrt 
]|ji Ra^it* ULil Mt wti^n jifirtf-Ui 

lli I(r DiiTW, Mid Wrtteh iwrrt, 
i hr uY^ulni-i trf liili brttrtifta piMtt 
HrOTi^Li ttiii walei'fnfTii the '■ ClaTiihma.^i^Fii£/'* 
fun fran^ tJif clo^dv increj 
FhUjI CCtULiqiiDiUj IHI j|« loftj dotnrt 
4^i(Milil my erne «airr ilj> bdif »* 

Ajad ub * bdtHi i>r ife(i High. 

It. wiU andaubtriHj gumtpd him 
oiiU (fcT»m him I* nlehmiMl 
TtiftHi^hoiit iLii woriti lutt^duliir. 

Oiifi ttu^hi kuEisiE^« ihff hncu*' 

Ij-A llui plfrpv vithcmL #fcTi‘ j 

^len! MV plenty of ihff pkhU ^)n| laisrpT ef Mnreflmfj* 

And Khrt mn ITttrd wltli thfif iirirri pfirfiiiiH:., 

^ fbv€n LiMffh, but hjils tlwir hmd* | 

etouui nuik, buE. iil i* tin* j'-Liq. of w^pwioEi, 

STitioltl Mty dniirifr m?! prot*cLkp M iti gate^ 

Hin #ii« Min rofgittin,, liki of tlie dwi-U^n in L«T*fu 
hiid* of I he- t rpM iiJ ¥flfcp iriflii to Idugh, 

JJiH mj w pe-DtJa, E hey dm lut MiHay thf liniwirM. 

!I ^7 M* "b^hiiiJ the rmrteiii | for jji it noi thi mrtinji dIm^ 
Of II ipoitji* brtuEy ? ftitil tliFj liide in i c^irueri 
ihi bliiL4iijig biidi eiptnid.. 

Any ow Hafcing pniEediEj^n (verH wili flad it, 

Finf the ptiw ii t^oasn-nted to ihv Ood. 

If *ny wkh«ii fwr*du ■buidld heir 
11^ fMfri of Uiff bewhh the Snording An^el, 
krefrt tSHn«l biis, wiU ho nuMlo i-Soto, 

If the- *UJ] Uid mxiil K-O thk fJrkiyi 

Tbf^rcjfrf tvetfl n-iit bt full of iLc Ef*n of A'ujupaxH'jin. 

In thin tiiw, {^rered hf tin- him* roult ol hnren^ 

TliF atm itwlf k a nferii-n of bwiriiti. 

T^t botorni kUo UPC rspETPimnt* of brfielltj*. 

For BO toen u tb? iim ivtlivj 
The moon ntLcndj to PTorir* ihr honoE 
Life Ip pkumt itt iJuj ptM, for it i» fuO 
Of eHtrptMiiiiijoHiEi for the BLiiin^r juid tke po*r.^ 
ihu, rl«Tnlt/ -dtui tiot rrrr eiikE, 

Iltoth tioiMlf hoi crmoTid bti pi^Mttet frain brio. 

Hw bfiddiu' ooiilrl hnre bfett of thJi f*j-tlj. 

For it is Miilmt tJm doiigM «u furaLahed him bj benreii t 
It* finridfltioui *» ai Arm u thoio of Uw wsrld. 

And Ubr dir iToed of tliir fflitbriil, 

J knoer ]|4rt hov^ nil ch* cvflor* Omdo bofr, 

I^tii ibrt m^L hiTf oorai: for proE^tion 
VIluMk tLr buildM DkKle it i, tl w intoudrii 
For orrrhM.ting pew, mud « f4*R of wurify. 
trhini tlk* b^ of rternitj Uil iU fj-fkJnUtLoB*, 

The wintri liios of yiu- dndl ufM to ihi |iinglea-'* 


Uhili iJ? written on the aide 3 of the Begrims tomb* 


* CdobTiifd, ^unuini KtiiAU^d iain«trh-crr in on* of thff hetmu*. 


f 
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ariDE TO HIE TAJ AT AORA. 


Tilt: sitleniliil toinit of Unjonimi Biinnoo Bogitoi, 
whose title \v;ls Mutiito/Maliiti, was inadc in Itl-iO of 
the llijree. 

Tilts is written on the sitle of the left hatiil tomb, - 
that uf Shahjeliau EiupciTir, 

The nitignificent tomb of the liino:, iiilmbitant 
of the two heuYeiis, liulwun mici Kliool ; tlio luost 
sublime sitter on tlie tln oiie in lllceyn (the slany > 
heaven) dweller in Firdoos (pamdise) Sliahjehan Batlshit 
fJaxce, iwace to his reinains. Heaven is for liim ; bis 
death took place Lite 2Gtl» day of Riijub in the year 
1 me of the It ijree, or IGGo A. b- From Ibis tninsitory 
world Kternity bas maixdicd him off to the next. 

The names of some of the workmen who eame 
fi'om divers countries to assist in the building of the 
Taj 

The Head ^faster was Isa Mahomed, his salary 
was K 11 pees 1,0(>0 a month. — 

The ilhimiuator, Amarniid Khan, inhabitant oii-^ 
Sbira?!, also at 1,000 a month. 

The Master Mason, Mahomed Himif, from Bagdad,/ 
also at 1,000 a month. ^ 

The golden cupola became broken by a^ violent^ 
storm before it was finished, and the son oflsa 
med Shareef imdcrtook its icpnir ; lie received llajjce^, 
5O0 per inoulh. A great many other workmen a 
were employed, some from Turkey, Persia, Htjoed 
Cuttack and the Punjab, and veceived salaries varyife, '' 
from 100 to 500 Rupee.s a month. 

! 

Kanies and weight, also the value of some of “u.,. 
stones ' 

The iiliite marble came h'om Jyfpore in Rajpoo- 
tima. 



OnibE TO niE TAJ AT AOrtA, 7 

® Xm'biid<]a, a 

^ wiuare jara of tliis co^t linpoGB -lO^ 

^ koh ffoa^ hma niat-ble cjime from a phco tailed Cliar^ 
(foai bills), a yard square of Ibk cost 90 Rupees. 

Ciy’stal from China, one square yai d 570 Rupees 

' Jjwper from the Finijab. Cornelian from Bairdafl 
Turquoises from Thilxjt. Agate from TcS Ss 
lazuli from Ceylon, the square yard cost ],156 Rupees 
Coral from Arabia and the Reel Sea. rupees- 

^ ^ EnEclcIktmd. Diamonds from 

' ifBnv Iftu Bmidolhuml ; it is, homever, very doubtful 
. if any of these were used, although as many of the preci- 
, ous stones have been picked out by the J3ts and the 
'''f®*" severally took A^ra ; there may 
have been a few m some of the flowora. The plum 
stone from Jaisilmere* ^ 

^ End! spar from Hie A’urbu.Wa. Tlie philosopher’s 

^ f he onyx from Persia. The chuleedony from Yillait 
Ainethyste from Persia. Sajiphiies from laiuka, anti the 
redbud stone, of which D11,000 cart buds were used 

Tn other stonca were 

also used m tfie inlaying the flowers, which have no 
laiiie in our language. 

/ I ff ^ were received in lien of tribute from 
j <)jffercnt nations under the Emperors rule, or were made 
^ presents voluntarily, or othekise, by the diffS 
iliyabs and Aaw'abs. 

’r f'O'W’ncd Tuj AMal, or 

' faj Ceebi-ka^Roza, is situated on the left li.qnk of the 

j nyer Jumna coming up the river ; and is about two 
miles from the town of Agia, and one mile from Gaiitoii- 
< ments ; it forms n prominent object in the horizon for 
innuy miles, and is evea visible jiuit as a white iqjeok 
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flCriDE TO THE TAJ AT ACBA, 


ssn:.i a fefyte 's‘i “ 1 “ “ 

TitScob/'^ '““® over iMUoois 

of alt is N^ot'scS W'm "C >'!™^ 

KH' 3 fHSii“iK ?5 ' 

fiuroly not niuofi. Tin* inosnim nt Mi - 

♦"Crow spfeDdi'd, tloos not ooafe 

ia so saZHS'«fti^r,™;;rd"’drfe»^ •’”'‘™ ^ 


Xu.ta“ i “'S H1S‘ -«'? n'-s 0/ 


beauty .. 

two 2‘',‘"7‘^ ” five-an.l-twe»lV "o™“ t.,I"‘tS 
t^o jav Ub« (anstt-ere), buildings ivith domas made of 
led e^T!k 1 stone on either side ; flinught l>y the natives 

fi“W and Lo sboif off Ln. 

t T ?i ^ .^^ l i ll if; cfth^r . It u-ou IfThe cll iBcuTTt^v 

itb lie «tiLrul ing (juito alone, bnt'a^ 

the grouaa to U .0 oroscoat ok tte pim,a41 Ja t"' 


t 

d 






^ GUIDE TO THE TAJ AT AOElA. 9 

^ ''*='7 elegant minnrets on 

the smeg of tlio platform on whiaU tlie Taj is built * 

' gj*eat sytmnctry and beauty, and said to 

( siimUe^t ptjsi^ible circiimfcFftiice to jitand such 

. a great Uoiglit; fur each of these arc 225 feet Ii lelj*; thev 

’^^ 1 ^ spiral staircase, and a iiiiigiiiticont 
view of Akhaiiibad and its environs rewards the 
vonturesoQie cliuiber for big labor. 

«n niw precinct of the Taj, first through 

nu archa ay into a iarga enclosure filled with trees, atJd 
Ihen the principal gateway comes iu view; its arch wav 

' i|? covered witli iliuminatinns 

fiom the Koran ; going tltmngh this you descend a 
' few woail steps into the garden, which, in s]>jte of the 

r -vish praise l>estowed on it hy native poets, to an 
T.nghsliinan must seem rather stilt* and formal, perhaps 
it IS more to the taste of a Dutchman. The ;va!!is iwc 

^ down the centre, 

, toe sides of the walks being plmitcii with loflv 
^ ,ii3 pres^s.^ The fountain.^ arc mark to play sometime^ ' 
tfienenilly on ft bmiday. The water is dniwa up into 
';H largo tank some forty feet above the level of the 
fountains, and then allowed to play ; the column of 
.water is nothing very striking, but is at any rate as 
fgood fis those mis:erable failures in Tra&ilgnr Square, of 
/ 1 which Londoners are so proud, and on wliieh Frencli- 
I tineu smile. The clever iiative youths imUio a lime or \ 
^ .^ orange remam as it were suspended in mid air * bv f 
the Uipee of the water the lime Is suiiietimes, when the i 
a water IS nt Us full poiver, carried up into the air to the 1 
] height of li> or 20 feet, and gradually descends as the ] 
^ cohmm of water dmiimsheg in power ; to a TOi'son 
who may never Iiappen to have seen this before, the 

fhf! If striking. Young ^gm is in 

the halnt of m aking bets ns to wiiose oiungc or lime 

‘ If * PI«U4 tjr u Eij(lj4i CiTiliM «!ti» lad ■« */< |» Um IkwuAA 


X 
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10 OUTDB to THE TAJ AT AGRA. > 


will ke(!]i \ip longest, and great exoitment is caused 
among this generally apathetic race Uy such puerile 
fund innocent amusement. Perhaps, however, a Kewton 
might have discoverecl some valuable properties in 
gnivit)?', by watching the orange, as he is said to liave 
done, whilst watching the apple which tell on his 
learned nose. 

By some it is thought the Taj looks best when 
lighted up by blue lights from the minarets, but this 
gives a vciy artificial and stage-like effect, and it is fur 
l>etter when left to Nature alone. 


The actual gi’aves of the Begnm and Emperor arc 
below those on the second stage ; these upper ones 
Ijeing, as the natives call them, the jawabs (answers),^ 
they are of the usual shape prevalent ainong the faith- 1 
ful, and are of pure white marble, inlaid with flowers | 
most elegantly arranged, made of precious stones ; on ' 
the tombs in the upper stage, these liowers are even still 
more ai tistically inlaid, and one flower, which l!)okR> 
as if intended for a ninuncalus, has 36 difTcicnt kind 
of stones used in its for mation. 

Softly ns yon enter this upper part, or your own. i 
voice will stun you for as the poet says :— 


^ TOUT 

FffT flTcrr iciufl J !■ liiddrn iM-rTp md hoW | 

Bftl. » pr*yrr tw loftlj ii you 
“ Tm ihoiuiLEld ■PigeJi will 




The effect of this echo is very beautiful when not ^ 
excited too much; some soft notes of the voice, or a i 
musical instrument, arc prolonged with reverbera-^' 
tions, and indistinct Sweet sounds for several minutes ; ; 
a veiy pleasing effect is obtained by liislening a small 
musical box on n pole and elevating it up the dome ; 
but a lady's voice is, perhaps, the most beautiful way of 
invoking the gentle munnerEi of the Angels supposed 
to inhabit the vault above ; from which hangs, or 


iwt 
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used to liRtig> flti ostrich on a goltlon cord, iritli a 
button of some precious stone ; this is supposed to be 
iiitendcd fui- the repiiescntatioii of tlio A\orld lloating 
about iu tUe immensity of space. 

The mitsido lower court yards arc pared with 
bind: and wliite squaitis of marl>le, and on the (boring 
of the right hiitiid jawdb, or red niosqnc, is traced out 
the upper part of the dome of the Taj, ami the pinnacle 
with its ball uml crescent, the natural size. Tliorc 
arc so me rooms fitted up for the acconiuiodatlon of 
Europeans at the end of this red mosque which, I lic- 
lieve, can be Imd upon applicsttion to the Executive En> 
gineer, m* whoever has charge of the Taj ; in the cold 
weather those lire pleasant euoiigh, but iu tlio hot season 
quite insutrerablc from the heat and glare. *In this 
court is aciirbugjjillar made of some porous stone, and 
60 cunningly h.ilancefl on its plinth, that it can be pusU- 
ed 80 ;is to laako it rock backwards and forwai'ds; but no 
amount of pushing witli the hand can upset it; tliis 

supposed to be the clever device of the builder, Ma- 
^lOiiicd Uunif, and was intended to signify that, tliough 
;thc kingdom of the Emperor might be a little shaken, 
*it would never be ufjset. The truth of which was fully 
^xonipliiicd to tlio poor Emperur Sliahjelmn wlien his 
irebeilinus son put liis eyes out, and conliaed him for 
iyeai:s in the fort of Agra. 

Sunday is great day at the Taj with the inhabt- 
- tants of Agra ; crowds attend li'oin the city and from 
the country around, and every line and fanciful color 
of dress may then be seen ; lirst and foremost, precoci¬ 
ous young Agra" youtlis from the collet, with their 
white garments and small pugrccs, imitating what they 
lUucy a KiU'opean swagger, anti profaning the sanctity 
of the place with most unoricntal whistling, which 
dreadfully disturbs the devout contemplation of that 

» thii beta mtt ia^ ««, U «ut #f plapfv 


J 

t.. 
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Moolab, wlio is counting his licatls and looting as if 
tho Taj belonged to Uiiu alone. Then the clean-dressed 
Mahomedaus from the Government offices, and the 
Kdit or Hindoo writer ; noxv a group of country people 
staring with open eyes headed by some loquacious old 
grundmuo, who takes cave to inform every one that 
I the Feringees” stole all the precious stones out of the 
inland iiowers in the Taj walls. When jVgra was 
taken by Lord Lake, the 22ii(l Dragoons may have 
done a little inirei ing in this line ; but the example 
had been set tliein by the Jdts when they loo(ed Agi'a ; 
as I do not think a European soldier would have 
imagined the stones to be so precious had he not seen 
they had been picked out before. 

Then parties of Bunniahs, who even on a gala-day 
cannot dress clean enough to hide I'hoii profetssion , 
.that foremost man has had the ’'vhote of his pleasure 
trip spoilt by the idea that he has left his shop tor the 
day in the hands of bis nephew, who he is sure will 
cheat him in some way to the amount "of ft few pie ^ 
he sees no lieauty in the Taj ; he docs not enjoy tb« 
fregi-ance of tho 'flowers ; true it is he uttcre the wordsl 
Ham, of astonishment, meaning wondeimlj 

wonderful, God bless me but he does not mean it foil 
the Taj ; iic is repenting of bis rashnes-s m leaving bi^ 
shop, and mentally adding up imaginaiy balances ofi 
what he might have gained by remiuning at homej 
attending to his shop, 

The dirty dressed Affghan may also be seen, who 
declares that the tomb of Mahmood of Guzuee is a 
much grander affiiir than tho Taj ; it is as well those 
Agra Mahomedans, just before him do not undei'staud 
what he is saying, or there would be a war of words, 
accompanied by showers of spittle pcrfcctly awful to 
contemplate. 


i 
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Some times a clean-(iressed Persian may be seen 
with his black lamb skin cap* and shining waist 
dagger ; he generally shows off his snportor knowledge 
by reading to himself the Persian inscriptions, which 
the crowd know as much the meaning of, as the crowd 
in London do of the Ijiitin written upon our tonilis and 
monuments ; some Aloulvie will stop, and the Persian 
will expatiate upon the beauties of Haiia or Sadi, from 
which latter poet he declares himself to be a direct 
descendant. 

Out side the Taj garden are plenty of refreshment 
stalls after tiio Indian fashion, with sweetmeats of 
every possible disgusting taste ; parched corn of sorts, 
the most filling fijotl at the price ever invenfed, also 
kawabs, little lialls of roasted meat, so higlily spiced as 
perfectly to disguise tliere taste, w'hetlier made of 
camel, horse or donkey ; the common beverage seems 
water, conveyed about in the usual leather skin, and 
sold two Vrrass cui)8 full for one pic ; however 1 have seen 
-lyoung Agra, actually drinking iniidel vulgar pop. 

At other times when these melis, or Eiira, are not 
held, there reigns a deep silenee in and around the Taj, 
which may he described by Congi'eve’a lines in tho 
Jktourning Bride 

■ No, all U 414 dnlb j 'tii ilr«dfi41 

* JT** lj I luii of tki* talt piU^ 

^ Whow piiUn il^tr niArbl^ hH 4 tp 

To bear aloft ila airlbc<l rnnkd, jHiitkfiou I 

j Bj Hi OWa Wrt^lll Blaflff ibCitd fAit abd miTTLa- c—bta^ 

i Liking IntictuiLEiiv I IL tiiilm an ftno 

11 Xnil t«rror i£Ho vij Ichiui atgbt." 

The ^rdens of the Tnj are kept up by Government, - 

f and in the proper season are very beautiful, the whole I 
place being scented with sweet perfiime. There are ^ 
many veiy good fruit trees, eiicli as Bombay mangoes, I 
I of very sui>erior quality ; guavas, oranges, limes, bquats, | 

t * ml EitirolUali, Bot ttaM kmi «?/ m lulf uJ lyjf Mdaia Hi^^i 

Pta»i::a*ei wftrff ythm Uyj/ cwm to wr4 m 
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&c., iSL’c., riBfl several specinvcns of tlio palm genus 
not to be found in the N. W. IVoviirces?. The fruit 
trees have generally been let out to native gardeners, 
Tiiio derive a thriving trade during the season ; these 
gariluiis are now very well looked utter, nnfl reflect 
great credit on those who have the care of them. 
Tlie native accontit of the cost of the Taj gives I>3,oi>,4r2G 
Jtupees iie having l>een given by tlic IJajalis and 
Kawabs. And out of tlio Emperor’s private treasiny 
8G,<)9,700 Hnjjees, which would give in £1,846,513,5, 
or nearly two uiilitons. There arc said to have been two 
silver dooi’S, at the entmnee of llie Tuj, winch arc stated 
to have cost iiupccs, and were studded with 

1,160 nails, each having a hemt made of a Sniiat Jlupcc ; 
these gates were taken away and melted up by the 
Juts when tliey attacked and sacked Agi'ii in 1801. 

As to the style of areliitccture I should be difRdeut 
in giving an ftpiuioii ; some say it is Florentine ; soiuo 
declare it is perfectly Oriental; certain it is 1 have never 
Bjen any style like it cither in Italy, Turkey or Spain,^ 
an t only one kind like it in India ; it may he that it ia 
Florcutine Engrafted on the Hnsterii. The natives, oH 
course, ignore its European origin, and declare it war 
designed ami liiiilt alone hy one Isa Mahomed Eireiidi,i 
who was sent by the Sultan of itooiii (Turkey) to tl ; 
Emperor Shaltjohan for this very purpose. Uther a 
counts, .1 ust as reliable as the above, stale it was desigm i 
by a French architect, w’lmse name w;vs Austin 
Eoideus, and w'ho lived at the Emperor’s couit. i' 
touib ofthh foreigner Wiis still extant a few years i. 
in the grave yard of the Homan Catholic Catliedral 
Agra, but still this, does not prove ho built tbo Taj. 

I The labor was all ft>i‘ced, and very little payment ’ 
made in cash to the 20,000 workmen who wore said i 
to have been employed for 17 years in the construction i 
of this wonderful pile ; an ullowaticc of coi:ii was daily 
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given thorn, anrl even this was cruelly curtailed by the 
rapacious officials f>laced over them. Tlicre was great 
distress and frigSitfiil iii jrtality auiong them, and the 
peasantry armmd Agra eerUiinly did not worship the 
nieaiory of the iunocent Ktiipress. The poet describes 
Ihetu to have cried out;— 

If^re ini'Tny on i^ur 
** J’«r W llis, lOd, 


The following is an extract from Jifr. Slidc-sidc'a 
diary, a gentleman who visits 1 tlia Taj iii 1351:— 

“ Ti) a lover of arcliitectnre a visit to the T;y 
would fully repay all the dangers and diniculties he 
tniglit be subjected to from a long sea voyage, or the 
slow, tedloiiS land carriage in India (we have got the 
rail sincG then); tlie sensations of pleasure aud delight, 
a view of the ballditigs about Agra create, cannot be 
described ; no pen can do justice to the beauty of the 
arcfiitecture or grandeur of the designs. The eye is 
never weary of gazing on the dome and minaret of 
ltUe Taj; many an hour by day and night I spent in 
cuntemplation of tho beauty and eleg luea of the shrine 
!sontaining the remains of the Emperor Shahjehan and 
‘lis wife, the former of whom died in 1666, and the 
ratter soma thirty years previous, The cost of the 
building was upward s of three, iiiillion^Qi ni!>qicy,irn^ 
{ho tune'occupied*extended' over twenty years, iluring l 
which time twenty thousand men are said to have been. | 
^ -^uployed, 

'■ 1 ^ ** The original design was to have erected another ■ 
X ^.ilding on the opposite bank of tlie Jumna, connect-' 
>*, .g the two by a bridge, as sep irate miuisolcuins for the 
'if lupcror and his wife; on tho doatlj of the former, 

I ' ycivil dissensions nrosc in the country, and bloody feuds 
preventetl the maguiliccnt designs being completed. 

“ A flute or cornet gnnndcd in the vault beneath tho 


i 


^omc, inerei:u!ing end diminishing ‘ as it rings through 
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tliD arelied alcoves in countless echoes^ spreading over 
the dome, and griidually growing more l>eautifiilly faint 
and sweet, fills the soid ivitU heavenly mpturcs, and 
fancy fondly realises the CHtnriissus of angels. Tlieir 
golden hai|j}s -they took, harps ever timed, that glitter- 
iiigliy their side like quivers hong, and, with preamble 
sweet of charming symphony, they Hiiroducc— 

Tlkrir itowhl pdiig, tknd wAkfU 

MaJ^diaai Mmh cwnoml ii m 

Tt will scarcelj^ he heKe^Tcd that this wonderfiil work of 
art, this magnificent specimen of architecture, narrowly 
escaped being ]iidled down and sold fl>r its value under 
the Govcniment of Lord W. Bentinck. 

The garden at the Taj is oRen converted, into a 
scene of wassail and i-lot. The ashes of the great : 
monarch are polluted by the tread of strangers, and tho | 
lively sounds of music mingle with the dirge of the 
Jiiournful cypress. Jf Agra had been only a military 
cantonment, the contempt of the military for life, and 
tlie hazards they run in battle frays, might have pailljM 
accounted for the dosecratioa of a tomb by thoughtles» 
youngsters, licentious middle aged men, and apathetit]| 
warriors ; hut Agra is the largest civil station in Bengal J 
where men, long passed the meridian of life, 
assemble in solemn conclave to consider matters of life?' 
and death; where the interests and happiness of aii 
enormous population arc hourly the subject of cohuai^ 
iiieation ; where religious principles are inculcated 1 ^ 
])i'ecept and examj>Je, with an oiitu'ard show aetuut L' 
by reason or ** self-interest and strange it is tU |- 
none of the censors could draw attention to the scand ,K 
of feasting in tho cliarnel-housc, or liiiting beneath th*l 
shade of the cypress." | 

The following is taken from the columns of the i 
Aew Tor^; Tribune^ a pajicr which it is not likely maj'j^ J 
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r of iiiy rciulci’-s conitl have and is from tUc Uilented 
jion of Mt. IJayarcl Ta 3 ’Ior, an American gentleuiQii, 
wl)o vi!?itcd Agra in 18o3- :— 

I pirrpoael}'^ pon^tpoiicd my viait to the Taj-lfahal 
—ilie most reao^nicd iiumimiciit of Agra—until 1 had 
seen cyeiy thitrg in the city and its vicinil3^ Tho dis¬ 
tant \'ievv‘ of this matchless cdlfii:^ satisUed me that its 
fame ’vv'as wull deserred. So pure, so gJoriously perfect 
did it ajjpear, that 1 almost feared to approach it, lest 
the charm should be broken. It is seen to the best 
advantage from the tomb of Itmaddowla, the Prime 
Anjiistev of Slmltjehan, wldeli stamls in a garden on 
the norttienj tsnik of the Jniiiiia, dircctlj' opposite the 
city. I spent an afternoon at this tomb and tJie Itani- 
bagh, (Garden of liaina) bvo miles further up tho river. 
The fonner is a niausoleiim of white marble, elegantly 
Kculpturcd and inlaid, standing on a raised platform, 
from the corners of wliicb rise marble minarets. Its 
dosigti shows the same purity of taste, the same rich- 
-;^picss of fancy, which I had previously remarked in tho 
Motee Musjid, and afterwai'ds in the Toj.. 


“ The Rauibagb is a garden wliicb, I bolieve, for- 
nicrly belonged to the Mogul Erajperors, ami is now 
' kept in order as a place of recreation by the Govern- 
- lucot. Too niiieh praise cannot bo awarded to tlie 

lirltisli rulers in India for the care with which they bavo 
^fttored and protected all the monumenU of the past, 
r*<3ij£peuding large sums tt> prevent the mosquos, palaces 
’ and tombs of tlm former rules from falling into decay. 
^ On account of tlie humidity of the soil, and tho 
^ abundance of insects and reptiles, the JIambagh is tra- 
^ versed by raised stone causeway s, tho principal of which 
J inclose water tanks and fountains. It i.s a pleasant 
•' shiicly retreat, with a stone vnlcony over-hanging the 
U rapid Jumna , and commanding a ^iew of mmiy ruined 
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palaces on the opposite hank. There are siiifcs i>f ^ 
apavUnent?, comfoitably furnislicti, which are let u> 
visitorfi at the rate of ti nipee a iLiy ; but when the ^ 
applications are frequent, no one is a1lo\s ed ttt stay 
more than eigfht clays, in oitiev to give a chance 
others, My friends brought their servants aud a hand- 
somo tiffin, of which we all partook in the largest 4 
chamber We returned across the bridge-of-boats in (he I 
e vening Tlie H indoos had lighted lamps in front of the 
many iittle shrines ficing the water, and in some of ■ 
tbeui stood pei-sons waving a torch b;ick and forth befoi-c f 
the face of the god, crying out at the same time, ** Kam, | 
Kam, Ram. Secta liam T Tins ceremony, with the J 
pouring of the Jumna water over the image, and dcciv j 
rating it with wreaths of flowers, api>ears to be the only ij 
form of worship observed. There are more suiistantial 
offerings made, but if the God gets theni, the Brah¬ 
mins take care he shall not keep tliem, lo return to 
the Ta] For you expect me to describe it, and I must i 
comply, though reluctantly, for I am aware of the dhii-UL 
culty of giving an intelligible picture of a buslding W 
which has no counterpart in Europe, or even m 
East; the mosques and palaces of CoustantUiople, thei 
domed tent of Umar at Jerusalem, and the structures oM 
the Saracens and Af am looks at Uairo have nothingP 
in common with it. The remams of Moorisii art in| 
Spain appi'oucli nearest to its spirit, but are the scatter-ij 
cd limbs, Ibe torsos, of which the Taj is the 
type. It oecupv^'^ that place in bai^acenie art, whichj^ 
in a letter from Constantinople, 1 mistiilrenly gave to^ 
the Sulamany mosque, and which, in respect to Grecian V' 
art is represented by the Fartbenon, If there ivete ^ 
nothing else in Indite this idoue would repay thef 
journey. { 

” The history and associations of the Tnj are entire 'i. 
Iy poetie. 11 is a work insp ired by jov^ and coiisecrat^-| 
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to beauty. Sbahjehan, tbe “ Selim " of Moore's poems, 
eiei^Cfi it as a umusoleum over bis Queen, Nooi'jelian, 
The Light of the World," whom the same poet calls 
Noor-Mahal, "The Light of the IIaraiu,'’or more pro¬ 
perly " riitaee." She is reputed to have been a woman 
of surpassing Ijeauty, and of gi'eat wit and intelligence. 
Shahjeliau was iticonsolahlc for her loss, and lias ira- 
uiortiiUKed her meinuiy in a pucin, tho iubles of which 
arc marble and the letters jewels. For the Taj is 
poetry transmuted into form, and hence when a poet sees 
it, he hails it with the mpture of a reali$:ed dream. 
Few persons are aware that the " Liglit of the Ilaram " 
wa-sa real personage, and that her tomb is one of the 
wonders of tho world. The native miniature painters in 
Delhi show you her portmit, painted on ivory—a small 
Hither delicate face, with large, dark, ]uercing ej'eg, 
and bhiek hair flowing from under a scarf adorned with 
peacocks feathers. 

" The Taj stands on the Irnnk of the Jumna, mther 
-^more than a mile to the eastward of the fort of Agm. 
It is approached by a liandsumc road cut through tlio 
mounds left by the ruins of ancient palaces. Juke the 
tomb of Akbar it stands in a large garden, inelo.sctl 
'"'fby a loily wall of red siiad stone, with arched galleries 
|ari>uiul the interior, and entered by a superl> gateway 
pf sand stone, inlaid with ornaments and insci iptiona 
Ifroin the Koran, in white marble. Outside of this 
^^Tand portal, however, is a specious quadrangle of solid 
, inasoniy, with an elegant structure intended us a cam- 
. vanserai on the opposite side. M'’hatcver may he the 
* visitors impatience, he cannot help pamsing to notice 
the fine proportions of these structures, and the rich and 
7 massive style of their construction. The gate to the 
garden of the Taj is not so Intge as that of AkbaFs 
tomb, but quite as beautiful in design. Passing under 
^Vftbe open demivault, whose arch hangs high^above yon, 







20 


cmDE TO THE TAJ AT A{3BA, 


tin avenue of iliirk 11 ulian cy| jvc s.se.s np^icars licfitrc ymr. | 
Down its centre sparkles a 1 (mi^ :o\v of fountains, fticli t 
casting tip a single slender jet. On both sides, tlie 
DLilm. tlie banyan, and the fcatliery band wo mingle tlicir 
foliage; tfic song of liirds meets your cars,, and the • 
<>f ros es ancL loiiiQi i-tlo wcrs sweetens the air. 
DowiT^ucir a vista anH oversucli a foreground rises* 

I lie Til], 


“ It is :m octagonal building, or rather a squan^*. 
with the corners truuented, ami each side precisely simi¬ 
lar. It stands npoji a lofty platform, or pedestal, with a 
’minaret at eaeli corner, and tliis, again, ii* lifted on a 
Viist terrace of soliil masonry. An oriental dome 
gwelling| out bo ldly from the liuse into nearly two- 


tliirils^maspheie, and tapering at the top into a 
credent tipped spire, crOTyn,s the editice, rising from its 
centre, with four siiniUir, tliongh much smaller, domcii 
at the corners. On-each side there is a gntnd cn~''i 
trance, ftirmcd by a single nointed arch . ri.siiig nearly 
to the cornice, and two smaller arches (one placed above | 
the other) on either hand. The height of the building 
is 262 feet, and of the iniiiarets about 200 feet. But* 
no words can convey an idea of tho ex(piisite_ liarmonyi 
,of the different parts, and the grand and glorious effect! 

I of the wliole structure, with its attendant minarets.^ 
The material is the pure st white,mg^rble, little inferio^ 
to that of Carrara. tTsTiinei so dazaliugly in the 
that you can scarcely look at it near at hand, except 
the morning and evening. Every part—even the base-* p 
ment, the dome and the upper gaUeries of the minarets I ^ 
—is inlaid with ornauientiil designs in marble of differ- >' 
ent colors, principally a pale brown, and a blucish violet 

f variety. Great as the dimensions of the Taj are, it is 
as laboriously finished as one of those Chinese caskets 


I of ivory and ebony, which are now so common in 
I Europe. Bishop Hebe r tru ly said :—" The Pathans 


/ 


/ 
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sigaejl like JTit:inSu and finished like jjEtt’eUeis/' Around 
a IT the arches of the portals and the windows—around the 
corniec and the domes—on the walls, and in the pas¬ 
sages arc inlaid chapters of the Koran, tlic letters licing 
exquisitely formed of hlack marble. It is as^erteil that • 
the whole Koniti is thus inlaid in the Taj, and I can;’ 
readily hcHeve it to he trnc. The building is fierfect i 
ill every part. Any dilapidatiuos it may have su He red , 
I are so well j’cstoi'ed, that all traces of them have tlis- 
a^jpoared. 


I I ascended to the btisc of tlie Imlldiug—a gleani- 
j ing marble platforin, almnst on a level with the to|>!i of 
1 the trees in the ganlen, Itefore entering the central 
hall, I descended to the vault where the beautiful 
Noorjelian is buried. A sloping passage, vvliosc walls 
and tloor have tweii so polished by the hands and feet 
of thousands, that you must walk enrefutty to avoid 
sliding down, conducts to a spacious vaulted chauil>cr. 
There is no light but wliat entens at the door, and this 
directly upon the tomb of the Queen in the centre, 
'j^ahjehan, whose ashes are covered by a simpler 
^•iiota])b, raised somewhat above her's, sleeps by her 

( ■Ic. Tlie vault wa.s filled with the odors of rose, jas- 
ine and sandal-wood, the precious attars of which arc 
winkled upon the tomb. Wreathsof beautiful tiowers 
jy upon it, or witJvei cd around its Imse. These were 
fe true tombs, the raouiimcnts for display, being plac- 
—<2 in the grand hall above, which is a lofty rotunda, 
’'jghted both from above and below by screens of marble 
^ i;jnd jasper, and ornamented with a wainscoting of 
[jficulptuied tablets representing llowers. The tombs 
^re sarcophagi of the purest marble, exquisitely in¬ 
laid with blood stone, agate, cometian, Japi.s-liixuli, 

^ >nd other precious stones, and surrounded with an 
Octagonal screen six feet high, in the open li-aceiy 
- 1 ^'which lilies, irises and other flowers are iiUerwrought 


I* ' 
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with the most intricate omtimcutal designs. It is ^ 
tnarblCj covered with precious stones. From the re.-*Lnu‘ 
blance of this screen and the \s'‘orkmaiishi]) of tiie totnb_ 
to Florentine Mosaic, it lias been supposed Ibat it wasi^ 
executed by an Italian architect; and 1 have even 
heard it stated that the Taj was designed liy an Italian 
artist; one look at the Tnj ought to assure any inleJli^ 
gent man that this is false—nay, impossible, from tf' 
very nature of the thing. The Taj is the puro.sl San 
cenic in form, proportions and ornamental designs 
11 that were not sufbeient, we have still the name of tben 
([Moslem architect sculptured upon the building. 

I consider it extremely doubtful whether any Itali-j 
an bad any thing to do with tlie work, though it if 
barely possible lie may have been employed upon tha, 
screen mound the tomljs. In the week ly agc qimt o f 
expenditures for bijii ldiug oTtlieTRij^l^fe is 'acertaifl 
sum mentioned, us paid to “ the foreign stone-cut ter 
who may either have been Italian, Turkish or Persia^ 
As for the flowers represented on ba.s-reliefon theniarl>Pf 

? anels, it has been said that they cannot be found - ' 
ndia. Now these flowers, as near as they can be iden 
' fietl, are the tulip, the iris, (both natives of Pers 
and the lotus. But I noticed a curious feature in i 
sculpture, which makes it clear that the artist was] 

I native. The Jlomrs^ la ck T^rsmliv^, which woi 
j ( never have l>een iho fault of an Italiau artist of Sha: 
jehan’s time—about the middle ofseveuteenth centu: ^ 
Bishop Ileber has declared that he recognized Italial 
art in the ornaments of the Taj, but he declared ala 
that its minarets have no beauty, that the fort of Agra 
is built of granite, and many other glaring errors, botli 
of taste and observation, which 1 have no time to poii 
out. The dome of the Taj contains an ecJio moii 
sweet, pure and prolonged than that in the Baptistr 
of Pisa, which is the finest in Europe. A single inu^^ 
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oiil iioto, uttered Ijy tlie voicCj fictats nnd Ssours overliCEid 
ill a long, delicious undiilatioiij, fading away so slowly 
■ that you bear it after it is silent, as you sec, or Keeiii to 
see a" lark, you bave been watebing after It is swallov;- 
ed up ill the bloc vault of heaven. 1 pictured to my¬ 
self tbe effect of an Arabic or Persian lumeut for the 
lovely Noorjehftii sung over her lomb. The I'esponses 
that would come from above, in the panaes of tlie song, 
must resemble the harmonies of Angels iu Paradise^ 
The boll, notwithstanding the precions itiaterials of 
which it is built, and the elaborate finish of its orna- 
iiients, lias a gi"ivc and solemn cft'ect, infusing a pcsvec- 
ful serenity of mind, eueb as we foci when conteinpiat- 
ing a liappy death. Stern, uiiimuglnntivo ]jersoiis liavo 
been known to burst suddenly into tears on entering 
it ; and whoever can bciiold tiie Taj without feeling 
a tliriU tliat sends the moisture to his eye, hits no seiisu 
of beauty in liis soul. 


The Taj tnily is, as I have already said, a poem.! 
-It is not only a pure ai'chitecturai type, hut also aci*ea- 
*tioii w'hich satisfies the imiigination, J>ecaiise its ehainic- 
. itcristic is beauty. Did you ever Ijuild a castle in tlio 
fair V Here is one brought down to earth, ami fixed 
^frur the wonder of ages ; yet so llglit it seems, so airy, 
bud when scon from a distance, so like a fabric of mist 
and sunbeams, with i |^ great dome soar in g vtp , a silv ery 
biibhle . about to biir.st: in tlie sun, that, even lulcKyou 
Jur^touel^'tT it* and'^nndjeirSToits summit, yon andu.st 
"^onbt its reality. The four minarets wlricii surround it 
bare perfect—^no other epithet will describe them. You 
I'Cannot conceive pf Ihcir prppprtUm^being ehangcil jii 
|&>j^y way^fio tfulc half an iimb, witliout damage to the 

W^eueral effect. On the one sule of the Taj is a mos(iuo| 
S^with three domes of ml sandstone, eovered with mo- 
j of wiiUc marble. Kow on the o]>poHite side there is 

H’„i!Miildiug precisely similar,.but of no use whatever, ex- 
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cept as a halanco to the mosquCj lest the perfect symme¬ 
try of the whole design should he spoilt. This building 
is called the jawdh, or ** answer," Nothing can !>etter 
iUtistrate the feeling for proportion which prevailed in 
those days—and proportipn is art . In coinpaiing the^«l 
master-pieces of ^cniteclurc with Moorisli-reinains in. 
Spain, which Tesemhlo thcni most nearly, I have been 
struck with the_singular fact, that while at the central 
seats of tliol^oSeni empire, art reached but a compara¬ 
tive degree of development, here and there on the 
opposite and most distant frontiers, it attained a rapid 
and splendid cuhuination. 

The capitals of the Caliphs and the Sultans—Bag¬ 
dad, Cairo, Damascus and Constantinople—stand far 
below Agra and Delhi, Granda and Seville in point 
of architecture, notwithstanding the latter cities have 
but few and scattered remains. It is 
that t he Moorish,architec||.,^i[tcr“];he fall of Granada, 

■ ^aSiiafl}”raade their way to the eastward, and thab 
ffieir art was thus bronglit to India, or at least that 
they modified and improved the art then existing. Tli 
conquestof India by Baber, [grandson of Tamerlane, 
and giund-father of Ahhar) is almost coeval w'ith the 
expulsion of the Moors from Granada, 

But the sun grows hot; it is nearly noon. TV 
have spent three hours in and around the Taj, and w 
must leave it, Notliing that is l>eautifQl can be givci 
up without a pang, but if a man would travel he musl 
endure many such partings. I must add, however, be-' 
fore we go, that on the opposite side the Jumna there^ 
is an immense foun^tion-terrace, wherwn it is saidi 
Sbalijehan intended to erect a tomb for himself, of equal 
magnificence, but the rebellion of his sons and bis own^ 
death prevented it. What the Gods permitted to Lotm* 
they tor bade to Vanity, A Shekb^ who tak es ca re iJ*/ 

V<i.,a 
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the Taj , told me that had the Emperor earned onthis 
the tombs wore to have been joined by abridge 
with a silver milmg on each side. He told me that 
the Taj, with its gateways, mosques and other bmldin^ 
attached, had cost seven crores of Rupees, Spamsh 
dollars 35,000,00(1/ This is, however, quite impossible, 
and I believe, that the real cost is estimated at 
irimOOO (Spanish dollars 8,750^000) which does 
not seem exaggerated. 
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the fort at AGRA. 


Tills is written on tlio Motee Jlusjid (or Pearl 
Mosque) in the fort, in Pci'slftn verse i— 

TliiS PlRce of rraj^r li ono O-f 
Like tiiL‘ in ihe sprcnlli licaT'<?0, 

Wkisc irliTeni M li alsre to iho Diorain^ 

I'mm wboRfl brij^htnoi^ tlic sun liujtit. 

ItAilrooig £Loorim; lijornpil to wr«k (liMVtn), 

And ila dljlAd of Bamj^nlfiwjnco ia jolm:*! t<^eliu:i* 

Like tke Icotm in 

1 Ja loftj wall* Jibow it lo betorii; lo ft ipdtmriTiil mo^qild i 
Ivkcti jnetin* of tbfl flowot* «i its uinrl^U- trails 
liko tiuJ iLKTi of iftBjJe into a bonrjuoL 

TIi 5 founlftins of ibo aim *tmnpr ^ 

Every nalddn tiifiMek ulainr# on it liko tlw tlaandeUers pf Ufaven ; 

Iti ircbjii Biro kilos! wrjili IikIiI ^ ^ 

Like the fftoon oa the Eni niffbt of 

On itft fbuT ift tbo »tpdh^^ fort of 

BatlC of red stoatp wlioiio tmilft lo neatcti ; 

If jou tvojfe lo ■els ihom yoa would say 
Tbdj wero ft baJa to thtf roo*quo, 

Lite fts is pound tlia miwn 

Itlade of tilt cbuds of morcy taf Csjd. 

And (Jus tirtumferdpee of the san of ipionn^"<itf 
TVw ft briglit rioad wLieli ramed down bounty* 

Iruk thii baildiDjf ii one of thoie frnai llie iiigbefttncfiifen# 

And paJrde of ime brsulifat ihinin^ petrL , 

Beroro ibii ibe ditilipg pnnnty amrlite wai ripifftp m dtipSayed ; 

Binoft tU eptfttion of tho world Umto nerep wai aitch a ip leadid 

By^lbo*ordDrt^(^^e King fliko Solomon in wlsdota)* 

ifl-ke AbraiMi thefiieDd ofGodm ^ 

Tbc clTiIwt of tbp world. whoMi wsidenee win be in 
On whom it t!io ulisdow pf Godi tho foamUtjoa of the worldj 
The Bonport of Prinwa. On floeaunfe of fooUtepi 
Xhe ftftTtn if incHt pmii4 and fwide* iti idf hoftiren, 

Piftribntop of the preionti of heaven on fa^bp 
IVith whom fortmao and woalibuc Wth in Ion:. 

And beautiful angelt of beniwn ire bii weU^wisbors t 
Hearen even Is ft ftipplicant far scuue diwt of imis ; 

The ftre of HoU ii an aniiouB cTtpetant from the edgo et hii swcmij 
Tho RToat, the taignifii^rntp the iml. t&e gpiioTToni* 
the mrrrifol on^ It^nd. King Akbir i we s tbis 
^abie bpuso nf prayer built in 1610 A- D. 


• Tla^MftSntnuNJim fei»iT»l,to wbUli tliej-up of 

liaiMl. oat liuo i til* ffMt i» fixed hj tii* appawnco of Uio m« nwoo. 
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Tills is written aroimrl the black marble sUb in tlicfort 
of Agra, one of the titrones of the Emperors :— 

Its if n iriJth * fel. drptlt 2 feeL Tlii^ ™ ili^ tln^nf? 

A rokqbt/ kitisj, thiit Kl't ftircml cut n^eid^ oftiii rof 

Jn iwo wiimiTTif w^\ drawn frcrat i|i i^bbardi 

WM IIm! prwsf atanp of tdl tlH' KlfK^n* npcm ttiiS WLli i 
And «.* tbu iionpprarei Kttky mndiUm-p ^ 

So dill tho ™k ^d mooEs pHtto lU temper. 

The Poet is endeavoring to ascertain its date* 

There is then a verse which says 


*' This Uml of iioav cooicm onij Tihhii 

Freni this verse is obtained, in the manner I have be¬ 
fore described, that it was made in the year 1010 of 
the Hijrec ;— 

” Wliitit tbo br^aren* mr tho llifvniT of iho 5aa^ 

So Lho throaft of Belisi rcmalQ* 

AlivuvA l£kp ibis of the itoMijq.e#q of God t 

mil dii* throno of JfiuruE SuLiaa ^Udi Aktur S!iit!i, ii 

Wlwm AkbiLt tho heir to tbs Cromt uid oigttft ut on iMa llmuu}. 


Hg then issued the laws for the world, (i, c. the 
celebrated “ Ain Akbaree,” Laws of Akijar). 

- ■! -■-Iir .-.- rwm >,■, 

Speaking of the fort at Agra sa 3 's :— 
'\\ The fort of Agra, with its red sand stone Ijattlcments 
(some 6(J feet) is the finest structure 
|r tbe kind 1 have seen in India as far as appearances 
^ blit a mud fort wonld stand a greater amount of 
f jynnoimding, the wall of the fort would crumble tmder 
' tfew dischai ges of heavy ordnance ; the first place I 
Malted was tlio ansenal, in which are deposited tlie cele- 
^ brated gates of Somnath, about whicii Lonl Ellen- 
' thorough issued a proclamation, which gave hisimlitical 
-^pponents great scope whereon to vent their indignation, 
'Hmd proclaim to the world the frightful consequences 
’lyhich might, but did not, follow his Lordship’s ebulH- 
mn of vanit^. The gates are composed of claljoratcly 
,'^ved and inlaid sandal-wood. The Pearl ilosque, 
^ nckse marble domes and gilded spires rise high above 

I h 
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Ito ^vorship of God and the rrophot. 

Our Agra enchanted American, ahOTC 


quoted;. 


“ '« Agra ia atm called by the AkWwd- 

,^.vf Alcliar—&om tlie renowned liinperor lo 
^ owes it\ origin. All its former splenaonr grew 

■"S * r„«isrsa;»? 

Mahommrfmia Shahjehsm^^^^^ „r 

grandson of Ahta^ an “beers the memorials of many 
tUc Mo^il fcon>eio vThetber their comluned 

successive reigns. the sunlike lustre of Akijar’s 

feebler > its stores of 

name, and — ^Jitorcst and attract the, 

tovX aTthis, thi capital of the greatest man nkB 
ever ruled Indiu. 


rnieu auuk*. . 

TliP modem city is not even the stadow ^ 

rrrs ss.Xi'^^sortinr^^^^ 

the fort—a cuy m Rnt for neatly two miles 

indmations of habitations arc abundant. 

■* _ ™ t'jn.nW TVj! 


miu&ia WA - 

2\’tu“rtCwtaicl^Xe°S 
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length to the gates of the fort, and in this are situated 
the residences of the wealthier inhabitants, which are 
generally of brick or red sand stone. The verandahs 
and hanging balconies, with their exquisite Saracenic 
arches, carved ornaments and stone lattice-work. re- 
inind one of Cairo. Tlie street is also a sort of bazar, 
and during the day presents a very busy and animated 
scene. It is so narrow that two vehicles can with 
difticiilty pass, while other streets of the city are only 
attainable by pedestrians. On the side facing the 
Jumna there are few striking buildings, except the Cns* 
tom-house, once the palace of a rich native. Stone 
ghuts here and there lead down to the liotv sti-eaiu . 
which is now so diminished by the (uy season tliat it 
does not occupy more.than the one-third of its bed. 
South of the city are the cantonments, divided into 
civil and military lines, and oecupylng a sp.'tcc of five 
miles in length by nearly two in u*idtb. Broad roads, as 
smooth and hard as a floor, mn in all directions, and 
oCFcr admirable drives for the inhabitants, whose buggies 
^ nay be seen at all hours of tho day dashing back and 
^; brth. A spacious square plot planted with trees is 
I ^.felled the park, and beyond this rises the lofty spire of 
^Ihe English Church. Tho various public buildings, 
^{hc Bank, the Fost-Officc, the Government House and 
^ frjthers are distinguishable from the private residencies 
f their size, but have little pretension to architectural 
Ifeauty. The fort, which contains the palace of Akbur, 
the celebrated Jfotee ilusjid. or Pearl .Mosque, 
Tts one of the grandest structures of the kind iu 
^ndia. It is about a mile and a half in circuit, and its 
xi’jstately embrasured battlements of red sand stone are 
V^venty feot high, Jfothing can be more imposing 
:||han the view of this mass of masonry, rising high 
If hove the domes of the modern city, and almost over- 
.'lipping the domes of the Jutiima Musjid, wliich stands 
H I'^hout its gates. Its appearance, nevertheless, is very 
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<leceptive Tvilli regard to strength ; for tlie wallg, im- 
pregnable as they Jook, arc iiiei c i^hells^ and would not 
^tuutl a Single Ciinuonadiiig, 

eutering the fort 1 visited the -Tumma 
Mu^ul. The front of the mosque, faces the princiriul 
gate, ft Ijroftd enclosed sciiiave, wliicli is now used as a 
iiiarket place intervening Iwtweeft. The mosque stands 
on a lofty plntfoi ni, which is reached by a spacious llight 
ol steps. In India all places of worship, except the 
mner shrines—the iioly of IioJic^—arc ojain to', tlio con- 
querors, who wallc it Iwotetl and spurroft, wliere tlic 
Hindoo and Moslem put their shoes fram oJT their feet, 

I should willingly have couiplicd with this foi'in, as f 
' did m other Mahommedan countries, hut was told tlmt 
it was now never expected of an European, and would 
’f ^ deformation of his dignity. The Junmia 

Musjid is a melancholy picture of ruin. The walls, 
tihich inclose tlie foremost, are tumbling doii'n 
and tlie inlaid inserlptious, which surronnd the facade' 
are falhng out piece by piece. The body of the most i tm 
IS divided into central, and two smaller side halls, ca&iC 
of which opens upon the court yard by a lofty aVchetil 
portal, and is surmounted by a swelling oriental domc^ 
of corresponding proi>ortions. India lieing east oil 
Mecca, the mosque, of course occupies the western side] 
of the couit, and at each of the adjacent ooimci^s rises 
a lofty and graceful minaret, Tliis is the plan upor 
which all Indian mosques are built, and they vary hi 
architcctuml beauty according as the portals, the domeij 
and minarets approach a true artistic proportion. 

Crossing by a drawbridge over tlie deep moat, wliich 
surrounds the fort, we passetl tliroiigh a massive gafeJ 
way and up a paved ascent to the inner cntiunce, whicli 
shows considerable taste. It consists of two octason' 
towers of retl sand stone, inlaid with oinamental d- 
mgns m white marble. The ixissage between tUem^i 
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covered by Iwo domes, wliicli seem to rise from aecre- 
tigms of prismatic stuinctites as in the domes of the 
AtoorisU illhauibra. This elegant portal, however, in¬ 
stead of opening upon the courts of the palaces, usliers 
you into the waste of barren inroads covered with 
withered gniss. But over the blank red walls in front, 
you sec tlii'cc marble domes glittering in the sunshine 
like new-fallen snow, and still further the golden pin¬ 
nacles of A k bar's palace, and these objects hint that your 
dream of the magniticence of the Great Mogul will not 
be entirely disiicllcd. 

But, drst, let us visit the modern arsenal, wbicli 
was once the divan or judgment seat of Akbar, It 
was formerly an open portico, or loggia^ the roof resting 
on three rows of Pinal's, which ivere connected by Sara¬ 
cenic arches ; but at present the outer row of arches 
being walled up, it forms a spacious h;rll, divided into 
tliree aisles. All tlie weapons of modern warfare, with 
here and' there a crooked sciinatar or battle axe of an¬ 
cient times, arc ranged aromid the pillars and between 
the arches in those symmetrical groupings peculiar to 
instrninents of death. At the intersections of the 
central arches liitng tri-colored banners of red, blue and 
yellow, with the names of the British victories in India 
inscribed upon them in KuglisU and Sanscrit. The 
great curiosity, however, is the celebrated gates of 
Snmnaih, wbieb were carried off by that astern icono¬ 
clast, Sultan Mull mood of Ghuznec. Somjiath was a 
holy BrabinTfiical city on the coast of Goojrut, and not¬ 
ed at that time (or the wealth and inagnilicenco of its 
temples. It is related of Mah mood that after having 
taken the city and commenced demolishing the idols, 
the Brahmins offered him iininenso sums if he would 
spare the deity of their great temple, Muhmood was 
only toiutdcd fora luiunont, ‘*Tmth, hesahl,” is better 
than gold ; “and, raising his iron mace, he mote the 
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iclul, wliieli as it split, poured from its Iiollow body a 
store of gold and jcweb far exceeding what the Brah¬ 
mins had offered him. This incident liasalldrded a sub¬ 
ject for poetry to Huckert, the Gorman, and Lowell, tlie 
American poet. 

The gtites were taken by Mabmood to his capital 
of Gliimiee, where they remained until the rceont inva¬ 
sion of Affgbanistan by the English, wlien that fantas¬ 
tic individual, Lord Ellenborough, bore them off to 
Agra. They are about twelve feet high, elaborately 
carved and inlaid, and said to be composed entirely of 
sandabwood. On one of the panels, tiiree metal bosses 
, are nailed. According to tradition they were taken 
from Mahmood's shield. In the centre of the hall is 
the throne whence Akbar pronounced judgment after 
the cases had Veen dLscussod in his ])rcsence. It is a 
pavilion of white marlde, inlaid with jasper and cor¬ 
nelian in the form of flowers, oi'namental scrolls and 
sentences of the Koran. Below it, is an immense slab 
of white marble, on which he was accustomed to seat ^ 
himself. Beyond the ai*scnal, and in that pai't (d the i 
fort cverlooking the Jumna, is the monarch’s palace, 
still in A tolerable state of preservation. Without a ' 
gi'Ound-|>lan it would be diflicult to describe in detail ' 
its many courts, its separate masses of building and de¬ 
tached pavilions, ivhicli eom1>ine tf> form a labyrintii 
so full ofdazstling, arcliitectural effects, that it is almost ' 
impossible to kcop tho clue. On eutoring the outer 
courts I was at once reminded of the Alhambr.a. Here < 
were the same clegcnt Aloorish arches, witli their taper- , 
ing abutments of open filigree work resting on slender 
double shafts—a style as light;, airy and beautiful that 
it seems ftt only for a jmlace of fairies. 

Akbar’s palace is f.ir more coinpietn than the 
Alhambra. No part lias been utterly destroyed, and ' 
marks of injury by time and battle arc comparatively 
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slight. Here a cannon-ball has biii-st its way thi ougli 
the marble screen of tho Sultan's pavilion ; there an 
inkid blossom of cornelian, with leaves of lilood stone 
has been wantonly dug out of its marble Imd ; the 
fountains are dry/tlie polished tank in tlie “ biith of 
roirrors " is empty, the halls are iin ten anted—but this 
is all. No chamber, no window or staircase is wanting, 
and wo are able to re-people the palace witli the houso- 
Itold of tlje Great Emperor, and to trace out the daily 
routine of his duties and his pleasures. 

The substructions of tlie pziliice are of iwi sand 
stone, but nearly the whole of its corridors, chambers 
and pavilions arc of while marble, 'ivrouglit with the 
most exquisite elaboration of onianient. The pavilions 
overhanging the river are inlaid, within and without, 
in the rich style of Florentine mosaic. They arc preci¬ 
ous caskets of marble, glittering all over with jasper, 
agate, cornelian, Idoodsbone and lapis-lazulU, and top¬ 
ped with golden domes. Balustrades of marble, wrought 
in open pntternR of such rich design tlfat they resemble 
fringes of lace w hen seen from lielow, extend along the 
edge of the battlements. The Juinnii washes the walk r 
seventy feet below, and from the balconies altaehed to , 
the zanajifi, or womea's apartments, there are Ijeaiitiful 
views of the garden.s and palm groves on the opposite 
bank, and that wonder of India, the Taj, shining like 
a palace of ivoty^ and crystal about a mile down the 
.stream. Tho most eiirious jiart of the palace is the 
Palace of Ghvss, which is an oriental bath, 
the chambers and pxsiigcs wliereof arc adorned wttli 
tiiousands of small mirroi's, disposed in the most intri¬ 
cate designs. The water fills in a broad sheet into a 
marble pool over hnlliant lamps, and the fountains arc 
so constructed as to be lighted from within. Mimic 
cascades tumble from the walls over slabs of veined 
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uiiirble into Ijasins so curiously onrvcfl that the motion 
of the water produces the sippeMrance of lish. This 
bath must once hare realized all the fabled splendours 
of Anibian story. The cliambci's of the Sultans and 
the open courts connecting them arc filled witli foitii- 
tuins. 

Though the huilding is an incrustation of gold, 
marble and precious stones, water is still its most 
beautiful ornament. AVitliin these faiiy preevnets lies 
the garden still overrun with roses and jnsmino vines, 
in the midst of which fountains are playing. Tliere is 
also a‘court paved with squares of black and white 
marble, so as to form a pacliisi-board. Tliis game re¬ 
sembling backgammon, but instead of ivory pieces it 
was played on this colossal board by Akbar and his • 
wives, or eunuchs, with girls who trotted fitjm square to 
square as the moves were made. 

On an open terrace in front of tlie Bami-t-FOimf 
where Akbar sat on great occasions, is his throne, a 
slab of black marble about six feet sqiiare. It is crack- - 
ed ehlirely through, which iiiy old guide accounted for 
by saying that wlien the Mahriittas took Agra the 
Kajah of Bhurtpore seated himself on the throne, 
whereupon it not only ciackcd from side to side, but 
blood gushed out of its top in two ])lnces. iViicn 
Lord Kllenborough was Governor-Genera I of Indm he 
also sat there, causing it to shed blood a second time. 
Tlioro are two red stains on its surface, wbicli sullicienU 
ly attest thc-ige miracles to all good Mussel mans. Oppo- ’ 
site the throne is a smaller one of white marble, where, 
if tradition niay be relied on, tlie Emperor's fool, or 
. jestei% toolc his place and btiilcsqueil his iiiiLster. Be¬ 
fore leaving the fort I visited the Motec ifiisjid, or 
I’eml Mosque, ms it is poetically and justly terjue<I. ^ It 
is, ill irtiili, the piiiart of all mosques, ofsinall diinemsioit. 
but absolutely imifcct in style ami proportions. It 
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lifted on a lofty sand stone platform, and from tritliout 
nothing can be seen but its three domes of white mar¬ 
ble and gilded spires. In all ilistant views of the fort 
these domes are seen like silveiy bubbles which have 
rested a moment on its wall^, and which the next breeze 
TiVill sweep aw*ay. jUcending a long flightofstcps,a heavy 
door was opened for me, and 1 stood in the court yiivd 
of the mosque on its western side, and the ]itirc blue of 
the sky over lieafl. The three domes crown a corridor open 
towanls the court, and divided into three aisles by a triple 
row 0 f th c most e xquisitcl y p ro port i oned Saracenic arches. 
The Jtotee Musjid cun be compared to no otlter' edifice ‘ 
that I liave ever Keen. To my eye it is absolutely x^erfect. 
While its arehitectiirc is the purest Saracenic, which 
some suppose cannot exist without ornament, it has the 
severe simplicity of Doric art. It has in fact nothing 
which can properly be called ornament. It is a sanctu¬ 
ary SO pure and stainle.S3, revealiiig so exalted a spirit of 
vvorship, that I felt hiimblod, a.s a Christian, to tiiink 
that our noble religion has never inspired its architects 
to sur-pa.ss this temple to God and Mahoined/’ 

Jlr. Taylor does not seem to have seen the car join 
underground passages, wdieiHj the ladiesofthc Ha"tam*Tt 
is said, played liide-and*seek before the Emperor, 
clotbfed only in the garb of Eve, anddLished tbrouglitho 
fountains of water making the passages i e.snnnfl with mer¬ 
riment, and the apathetic boatiuan, gliding down the 
river, stared up at the lolty walls in wonder wdiat tlie 
laughter ineaut. Titis passage is sa id to communicate I 
with the Tjii . and a^'~ati oTuTiouse m minTm "canton- I 
iaaM-h hutti c T one baa yet foTimt it mik ; at tlie end Ij? I 
the passage Oierc Js’acTeep well, said" to have been used \ 
to put the nnhiithfal ones in when sentenced to death. I 
Two soldiers some years ago fcdl down this Tvell, and | 
wei'o cither killed l>y the fall, or were starved tO' death, i 
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:is their Itodics were Tiot found until some days aflcr- 
wanis. The nutUorities uftcr this gave orders to liave 
i the end of the passage bricked iip. 

*There is also a large liasnn called Piyala-i-Akl>ari 
fAkbar’s cup), by others called Hotiis-i-Ak'har (Akbar's 
iiatli). I liave teen unable to translate tlie Persian in* 
scription around lU edge from the ciip liaYing Ijocn 
exposed to tlie weather, the writing consefjnently has 
become nearly illegible ; but from the little that can 
l.te read, it seems to hai'e been i^ised ns a mortar to grind 
1 pow'der in ; this ciiij, bath, or mortar, is about eight feet 
high, about six feet in diameter and about six feet deep, 
with small stei>s running up the outside, and down the 
inside. It is made of a single stone, and that qf.a_ k in d 
SSLSftPiUiQn at Agra j tlie color and substance l>cmg 
mce a conimon grindstone. There is wreath of flowers 
round it, and in basso-reliCTo, This used to be in fi‘ont 
of the arsenal. There are also some most magnificently 
enyved pillais of red s?and stone, so elaborate as to defy 
iiiiniTfee dcscrijition, ivilh arched comerK, like the caning 
tff a Gliincsc card case. These arc in a court by them* 
selves, vvdtli a roof made of long slabs of stones, looking 
now in a most ihingcrous state. As this apjaiare coeval 
with nothing else in the fort, I am inclined to think 
these Pinal'S, &;c. were broiiglit rmin OJaien, or that 
ncighboui'liQod, and set up in the fort either for their 
gtxjut beauty, or for the same rea.srm which prompted a 
certain Govenior-Gencral, when ho placed some wooden 
gates in the fort, viz., vanity. For ''Groat ' and 
''Ivoble ” as KingAkbar waa, lie was not altogether free 
from thi.s royal vice. 


* Tbitf hai tlto lmI lelW cHalduiiteat*. 
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These verses are written on King Akbar’s tomb 

1 bi^Ei by ciaMiiig on Lko Tuuike< of 0 d 4 
To KoLp nio to dwcrilMr Lbii TandorfDl plooci. 

Qodp ifw {iL|»f tht who pvo* 

tlkranL«r i^wiJ« Olid loali to oil Efftif on Ibu ouib | 
cfo&LH Ibiiififl Dili of fliuptr ip^ioo, 

Whew fiAliiro If niOrf? fcnd ^iiDf, 

Ffom wrliiooo iKnuslj im the wonti- of muLklnd uv iuppliodi 
rhp door of wStewp dfl-rb^r tftoiida ojwft 
AJIko to iLEid poor, day dihI Dj^ht, 

Hip CrwtOif of gtw tfom tuofo ouu, &qd WvdoTi 
And of ibfil piuKifSfl pari, h paia bUe# 

Id thp b«rJnnln|f of lui boui^tj Ju PKaUid two iTDpidff, 

Ooo ho hldoi from ni, Pip Dihtf w opon to- Oar fiov i 
Ifif ii |ho of thiO world u a hsaI Io kii^ 

Wilh ibo pATiUon of royiPty fto4 TrcrJtJi, ^ 

Thut Pioir gtihjHla mny liro liiFoujflb Pisit jnitipo | 

Jlis ^rdon rvnnoini bri#l wtb i(^Tt tb/oii#icnil Pio j^ar | 

If Ati J lam Uto Ibk^ with jmtaop 

The iliadfiw of God wit! ^wtkyt he onar Urn i 

And ihe ilnn^ will loolc doa tilm u one of liu fuudj % 

Id thf j*ir !ffi2 Hytoe (iboui 1E£S A. D-) 

The SfD|Kir^ At w, tbo «li4ilow of God, 

Bsd tapon h\i gBldon throDeH 

ftrforf which the hcatuci# bowed ill rerneit; 

Ho adorned the world with oquitj uad jiutioo i 

The bi*wne of Pie inhihiLnnU of the woda 

Wipw miwlo Lo irjoun- fcpy hirn t 

HaP ninlPtilde go befoio Mm to rocun pmcDla s 

^o ODD gpm fiwey atnpijr b-Anded | 

bfany liere iveelred omi^l hooon frerEia hfoi, 

A look from hij eyoi, ib u It went the key of iLe Mith, 

WhiPi hommm there like m |wiwl, 

And it bcitor Pme life eveit^ 

Ife takee Pk eiaimiiy of Mj etmniei 

WaPi only one nUiiiikp when hii eyo-browi m ditected Put way j 
If Ei kUidEbpif to hu people,, k lile Pioi of Ged, 

On whetoTKir boioofa \l i$ pnibeto 

If eiiy poor tniui tecki prateeiieti at Me «nB4 

iJhfl oa t}jou^t daof from tho Mk toihe mo«i (jL o* eaHh to heaTm)* 

Ho Pud haeaayn oislted. 

Ilk fimba were ao emnfid oner the weeid, 

Ae D toffel which wall iMpL rtmain id Pjrv hmet j 
Thue he sdewd the world ee God hud iMr i nl ed hian j 
He nuffn^ with iToat glOT far fiS JiwrW- 
Wheq AhbfW gara lasJukhltenle to Pio wozld by hk jiutice, 

Wilh which ho ftbownded, like a heut fidl of a 

vae ki ng of aTemi ididv theo the noTes kidj^djcuaie n 
Kov ho hihahiyi eSgh I heaftma. 

To the wieo and the loeriaed Pik W^rid 
14 only M it wpf^ ft cwwTai»enil t ~ 

Ho upL toek for kmdneei ia K bico the bfightnjwj af the niaw huftTeej, 
Bc<Diiee PioTo ii nolliutig poniuuieDt id it while theiv k dMth t 
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ffhfl wfltTil {i fall *r cb tidt p1iu» KEiilibiiiM iij U, 

li iho pf tj,0 ^ 

Bfirmw i^li^ kiiiiima 47f hut b dbadEr- 

Fr^m it IbiNijnal hptfr aaiihllaS, 

Qn Aie« 7 ii.itt of the jiiitico of Jlkba^ 

Tluf worlj bemtiiri bko tbe hlu^lifliifc hraTeD | 

In liii r^m ihh elobo wuilir^j., 

AeiiI tbo thj mnd wm atKJbnl to bU 'frill i 

Dut Lbf^ bfgjffl tlwir wordj-jiEjd (xoeh. jw|oti*jf 

^Lc«w bimlnme owaj frtiffl ihum j 

HrpqjHfi throH^h lbij irorid qf 

Anti wta^ lo tbo aboiltit of tbp UmachI j 

Wli<!^ tba of flnXl m&jf bo rorniFn biptrf for STPr, 

W<JF Lbo Kibobftwjti of kooT^a wm plfia*od At luj oilTi-nt, 

These verses are written around the doorway of the 
tomh of King Akbar :— 


A Wfdin^ fo thM OTflflTi of tlifr Kitie &r ^ngi KulJolftJ, 

hw# btEi|ifi|o6i3 t- wraml Bi loir flftePp 

«ptb m popukt^H^ «D ai to bo oiAttor gf Mloniihmimi 
"o tbfl clflTpr tqd ilio Ipurafti I i 
B.^oTfi tJio dojri Bf-tinjlrte*! ia tliB wofLi wm 
T be pfotfwtloa of Ood Wm beitqwvd on him, 

Wlwfi tbo protection wm bJddvq L ip- wk4ii Ibo Ejmmr cliud t 
It wMi LbisH bortowad oa iinotluipi 
Tbii H Ibe wnj In tbk worStl^ 

He did not *waj bk trfSiUPT wlEk bim. 

Bnt IftA it to bfnuoat (rtlippi iHfr'bKm. 

Evi^nti m moiEL^Lt tAltiii^ ptiff, 

A ltd OATEf rrtnscq ibff laino fur imj Onp. 

S EWtod uqrq tb? b»Teii» bJ* ptiiw mm in Ura^b^ 
ritp ttintb hMmm wFirni tiie tbyDUo ofl^od ImS 
efurn lib exAlidd ihiEiaq tli# wotmlnimi 
Ai^ in cgmjTOwn anfjf » ^ 
ijMMn be foi njTon bi* Rpk'ndid tbronon 
Ho rqtoiJ ths wnrbl bj tke will gf Qod« 

J[|b crown ira* ipEondqur, bb Hirtrno wm apWodgw. 
lie wu kjTidp j^eDcpUM.^ meTvifnb 
FiTflhfd by foiiunD^ mtd man ipcrtscd. 

Ub Ibo rtdiira cf ihu worIJp 

Ji* tJwm tj.> tJie brs took, ftbd bo |rfl tbera i 
In iJic jpiwlAn dfllw wnrbl bo bowi^iI ilwi aoinI ivfKiodijoifc 
Ho brought pUnt fmiii thii Rtnlga of Eden # 

tbf tpliT-dour of Urn wm imd moon* 

AI M I ho KcTnoiy of II wnifiLa for upm 
Xiiu thu Ugh-t of ^ 


These lines arc ivrittcn on the sides 
door :— 


of tUo north 


A pplondid and wiagri itcitBt doonmf, 

Thai it Ij bjghsr Lhaji Ihotc in tbit nintb Bwen j 
Prom jt c aha daw lbs bdH gf IlIio #llwni iIieeis bHgbl j 
"bll nooFwiy (t tbe opttuxiiefit of bRawn^ 

Anil of tbo iff^n tiflEdoiM of tlw world. 

And ia qa crnblcin gf tie itiUFTsdovir of Eirjg; Akbar, 

Mr. Slide-side says The tomb of Akbar 
Secundra, about eight miles fmm Agra, built of 


nt 

red 
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pnd stone, with Ihc exception of tlic upper stoiy, wliicli 
is of white tiiarble, rises in five terraces to the lieij^til of 
Olio liundretl feet, accessible by narrow Hights of stone 
stairciisc. Tiio view of the neighbouring country was 
extensive, but unfortunately Agra itself was not visible ; 
the fiotne of the Taj alone ionuictl large in the horizon. 
On tlio tomb lay a wrealli of ilowers still moist with 
the inoruiiig dew ; liow forcibly it brouglit to uiy recol¬ 
lection the u'ords of tlie Psalmist :—“ Kor a titotisanti 
yeni-s in thy sight arc hut as yesterday, seciug that it is 
past as a watch in the night.” 

Tlie Ameviean aullior l>ofoTO rpintcd, describing 
Seenndra, says;—It takes its name from Alexander, 
whose inva.sion of India has tlnis l^ceii commemorated 
by the Moguls. The great Macedonian, liowevcr, did 
not penetrate so far as this, ids battle with Poms hav¬ 
ing been fought on tlie Jiicliim, or Ifydusiies, beyond 
Lahore. The road to SccuiKlra is studded with tombs, 1 
and tliore are many remains of [nilnccs on the bank of | 
tlie Jumna. The tomb of Akhai* stands in the midst 
of a large sriuarc garden, which has a lofty gateway of 
red sand stone in the ecnlrc of cadi of its sides. From 
these four gateways, wliicIi arc upwards of seventy feet 
liigh, lour grand causeways, of hewn stone, converge to 
tlie central ]ilaLroriii, on which the Mausoleum stands. 
The intennediate spaces are filled with orange, mango, 
banana, palm and peepul trees. In the centre of the 
causeways arc immense tanks ami fituntains. The jilat- : 
form of white stone, which teriiiinates these magniDccut ■ 
a[)proacties, is about four hundred feet sqiinre. The 
Mausoleum, which is square, measures more than three 
Imndi'ed feet of ii side, and rises in five terraces, in a 
liyramidul form, to the height of one liiimh’ed feet. 
Around each of the terraces ■'runs an iirchcd gallery 
sunuoiinted l>y rows of eiipokts, resting on circles of 
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Binnll Pinal'S. The matciial of the ccItJice is rod sand- 
8tenc, except the upper jslorj, wliicti ig of ivliitc iiiatbic. 

A long rtcsccntling passage loads from the main 
entrance to a vaulted hall in the centre of the struc¬ 
ture j' light is admitted through a few siiiall openings in 
the doiiio, barely snlKciciit to show you a plain tniuT) 
in the forui of a sarcophagus, with a wreath of fresh 
llewei^ lying on it Beneath it is the dust of Altbaiv 
one of the greatest men who ever wielded a sceptre; 
the fourth descendant in a direct line from Tainattane, 
the gi’andsoii of Bahsr, the Comiueror, and grand-fatlicr 
of Shahjehau; in him culminated the wisdom the 
power and tlie glory of that illustrious line. I doul.t 
if the annals of any f-imily that ever reigned can furnish 
six sucsesgive nionarchs comparable, in greatness of 
tlicir ondowmentg, splendour of their rule to Baber, 
nijiuayoon, Akbar, Jehangeer, Shalijehan and Anrung- 
i;cb, ° 

f j. 1 ^^' summit of the ^fausolciim, which is ppon 
I ^ i ^y * surroiitKled by screens of mi^ulo 

' ^^rongiit into patterns of marvellous richness and varic- 
' ty,s!U^ a second tomb under a pavillioii of marblo 
^vereiTwifli a gilded dome. This is csrpiisitely sculji- 
tured, containing the ninety-anil-ninc nnincs of God 
in laised Arabic characters, enfolded in eialxnutc scixill- 
work. At each corner of the up]icr terrace arc two 
nuu'blc turi'cLs, the domes of wliicli arc covered with 
gtldcdand emblnzoncil tiles. The sei-eens of marble 
liligree around the sides are arranged in nmicls, no two 
of which present the same design. Tlfe’lire‘siiih.TT 
openings at intervals through which I looked out on the 
level country watered by the Jurnnn, yellow sandy tracks 
iiesir the river, but receding into green wheatdiclds and 
I dark mango groves. Agra was almost hidden from 
I sight by the trees, but among them rose the spires of 
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OluMian the red hattlcments of tlie f 

Fort, imd farther ort' the dome uf the Taj a. silvery diso, ; 
like the gibbous iiiuou.just Imnging oti the hori^'on. ' 
A warmth, and sunny sHonco like that of Egypt hung 
over the Itindsca]ie ■ what I had seen of the splendour 
of the ^[ognls, and wliat I then 5siw, overpowered me 
like a magniliceiit dream. We in America hear so little 
of tlicse things, and even the accounts wo got fivuii 
English tiiivellcrs are so confused and imsatisfactory, 
that you must pardon me, if, in attempting the descrip¬ 
tion, 1 lose myself in detail, 1 thought 1 he Alcazar 
of Seville and the Alhambra of Gmiiada liad already 
presentcil me with the imrcst knic of Saracenic, hut t ; 
was mistaken ; I find here in iinlia conceptions of art ' 
far nobler, and embodiments far more sacccssfuh Thei-e 
is a Saracenic, as distinctly as them is a Greek ami a 
Gothic school of art—nut the intenor but the cfjual of 
these.** 

The two minarets on each side the main otiimnce 
of the Sccimdi'a Bagh have had their tojis knocked off; 
the natives say by order of Lord Lake when he took 
Agra in 1803, because some European soldiei’i^ fell 
from the top of them, this 1 can liardly imagine to hnve 
been the real reason. It is said the Jats when theyf 
sacked Agra turned their cannon fmin mere wan ton ness i; 
and to leave their mark upon these elegant miuars. 
Tills ia miicli more likely to he true. 

At Scenndra is also the tomb of the Begum J^farie, 
a Portuguese lady, who was ihc wife of King Akbar, 
and who no doubt excrtetl great infiiicnccbvcr him to- 
Avards tolerating Christians in the AVay A kbar is known 
to liaA’c done ; this tomb Avas used liefore the mutiny, 
and may be now, as a printing oftice by the f'lnueh 
Mission establisheit at Secundia, and which sullored so 
leirildy during the rebellion in 1857. 
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About 22 miles from Agra, are tlic nmguificcnfc 
mins of the 'favorite tcshIcuco of Akbar—FiiUcliiKire 
Sikrec—will worlliy of a visit from the traveller ^fr 
Taylor says:—About three hours after leaving Agra 
Futtebpoi-c SikrcD was in view. A low range of rod 
samlstono hills uppearefl in the west, with Ivcrc and there 
a crumbling ruin on tlic crest. The extremity of tins 
mnge, about fljur miles distant, was coverctl with a 
moss of walls, teiraecsand spires, ci'owncd with ainajeS' 
tic portal, which rose high above them, gleaming 
through the sky with a s^oft; red lustre a.s the sun rose 
full upon it. As I approaeliod nearer I found that 
this part of the hill was surrounded with a lofty wall 
of red sandstone, with a luachicolatcd or notchcif pai^a- 
]jet, and spacious gate, througli which my road ran. 
it is almost entire, and upwards of six miles in circiiit, 
enclosing a portion of the idain on both sides the hill. 
Driving through the deserted gateway, 1 was amazed 
at the pile of ruins which met my eye. JXej'o w;is a 
narrow hill, nearly a mile and a half in length, and 
avemging a liundrctl feet in heigtli, almost entirely 
covered with remains of palaces, mosques and public 
buildings, in some i>Iaces nearly os perfect as wlieu tirst 
erected, in otliers little else tlian shapeless masses of 
hewn stones. 

Innumerable i^vilions, resting on open arches, 
cupolas and turrets, shot up from this picturesrpie con¬ 
fusion ; but the great portal, of whieli I have already 
simkeii, dominated over all, colossal as one of the pylons 
of Kaniak. Tlie series of arelicd terraces, rising one 
alwve another up the sides of the bill, gave the place 
an air of bailraric griindeur, sncli as we imagine Tiuby- 
loji to have posscsstnl, aud of whicl; there arc traces in 
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Mnrtins iiicUircs, J?iit here, tlicre wai! notliinsrsomfire 
or stcru; the Iji'l^liL red snn<lstojic c)!' the biiilrlingfi, 
illitintucd here aiul there hy a. gilded spire* was IxttUed 
HI a tlood of sunsiiine, and stood so sliadowlass as jd~ 
ijic^it to lack peispcctive against a cloudless sky. The 
modern viltagc of Kuttelijiore at the ft>ot of the hill 
W!ia miorjicd with beautiful tiecs, and that part of the 
idain cnclusetl within the ancient walls wiis green wiili 
Ijeids of yuiiiig wheat. I drove through the long raiuh- 
liiig street of Futteliporc, not witInuiL considerable 
risk of dcstrijying Ihe stock of the native iiierchaots, 
for the space Ijctwecn their shop liouitls was scarcely 
wider than my gurce. 1 canic to the palace of liajali 
Beor-Biil. one of Akhir's PriaiD Ministej's. It is an 
exquisite building, quite uninjured, snul has been litteiL 
up with furniture for the convenience of visitoi's to the 
palace. 

The royal residence of Akbar was on mir lelt * Iho 
grand diirgilh, or tomb of Sliekh Seitiu Chisti, on the 
riuht, and the empty (puiditinglcs into which we lookcil 
sTiowcd no trace of ruin. The bIoiic pavuuient.'si were 
partly overrun with grass, but uota block of the arched 
corruiors surroumling them had tumbled from its place. 
How like yesterday seemed Llic Fiittehperc of three 
centuries ago. The pahicc Wius desertcil, not niineil, 
and it.s Lord not dead, but absent, i felt like uii inli'iider 
in the sculptured halls of Beer-Biil, and should not have 
been much surprised had a cliobdar nude his apj^iear* 
unco, with his silver mace to drive me away. 

The guardian nf the jdacc, a lusty old Mussulnian, 
named Slickli Basharut Ally, came to make his sulaiii, 
and conduct me over the ruins. Ho is a strmt ohl iiiaii. 
of Mfly-11 VC, with a grey moustache, ami Hice expressiye 
of great good will and gnwl hunuftir, JIc worea white 
turban, and a cotton gown lied on the left bliouldcr, 
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BO as to expose tlic leR side of a pJcck and most eam- 
cious chest. The Uimlnns and Pai-secB tie tlieii- gar^ 
menu on the right shonUlov m opposition to tlic itiis- 
Riil j nan. li nsliamt AII 7 was a vety ilcvoiit fol lower of the 
1 ropliet, aiul knew most of tJio Koran in Ambio 1 fe 
was greatly delighted when I addressed him in that 
langitiigej and tlici'oufter was continually rej> 0 ating 
pniycm and singing passttgesof the Koran that 1 mi-^ht 
perceive how jimch he knew. Alter breakfiist we “set 
out to make n tliorongh Kurvey of the place. 1 should 
Jimt state that Futtelipore 8 ikree was a eoitntiy resi¬ 
dence of Akbar’s, and stood in the same relation to 
Agra as Windsor Castle does to London. 

It wfLs completed in 1571, ami for twelve I'cai'S 
ms court was stidioned there ; at tliat time it ninst Iia\'e 
been a popidoiLs place, but it is probable that the dwell¬ 
ing ot the lower classes of natives consisted then, as 
»o\y, of mud huts, for there are very few ruing on the 
plain surreiinding the lull The existcnco ofa miiit, 
and otlier public etlifices on a large scale, show that it 
Avas considered as a tcmporaiy cnpital, rather then a 
mere place of Ruinmer resort. Commencing with the 
iLinperor’s palace, we first visited tho separate dwelling- 
assigned to his Christian wife. This unlike other 
JMosleni buildings is covered with ixiintings in fresco, 
evidentily by Persian artists. They are said to repre¬ 
sent the adventures of the hero Ihistum, as relatcil in 
hirdmiss "Shah-Namah." Certain niches, however 
over the doom and windmvs contain |)ict ures of a differ¬ 
ent character, and certainly liave a religious signilicanee. 
On one side are the Hindoo Go<ls and Goddesses—tlie 
elephant—H^ded Guncsli, Maliadeva and Lakshmi— 
and on the other tivo tablets, aliiujst oblitenited, but still 
KUthciently distinct to show that ono of them is intend¬ 
ed for the Aiiuunciation. Akbar's Intitude in religious 
matters is well knoivu, but 1 hnd not given him credit 
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for so niucli toltsiutian as tins TTOiiltl iinply. Among 
tlio ornainentiil designs of tins palace, tlm Greek cross 
is nr>t unnsual, and it is related tlmt when the Jesuits 
solicited the Emperor’s ])rotoctioii, he rcplicti to them;— 
AV'liat would you have ? See ! 1 have more crossCvS on 
my palace than you in your churches.” 

The buildings of the palace cover the crest of the 
liilJ, having superb views ou both sides, over many a 
league of the fruitful plain. 

There isqiiitc alabyrmth of courts, pavilions, small 
palaces, gjitcways, tanks, fountains and tenuces, and I 
found it diflicult to obtain a clear idea of their arrange¬ 
ment. Most ol the buildings are so well preserv ed 
til at a trilling expense would make them liubi table. 
For a scholar and a poet I can eenceivo of no more de¬ 
lightful residence. Adjoining the palace of the Chris¬ 
tian woman stands the Panch-Mfthuif (Five-Palaces), 
consisting of five sfitiare platforms, resting on liclily car¬ 
ved pillars, and rising one above another, in a pymmidal 
form, to a considerable height. Beyond it is a court¬ 
yard, paved with large slaps of sandstone, and contain¬ 
ing a colossal ^jne/iiVfdjOiud, such as I have described 
in speaking of the palace at Agra, In ono corner of 
llie eourt-yard is a labyrinthine building, of singular 
design, wherein the ladies of the Emperor's were 

accustomed to play hide and seek in. A Little fui'tlier 
is a sort of chapel, two stories high, and crowned with 
several cupolas. Ones entering, however, I found that 
there is hut one stoiy, extending to tho dome, with 3i 
singular ]iiliav in the centre, rising to the height of the 
u)j[>cr windows. This pillar has an immense capital of 
the richest sculpture, three times its diameter, with four 
stone cuiiseways leading to the four comers of the cha¬ 
pel, where tlicrc are smalt pbttforms of the shape of a 
iiuachujit; tradition siiys that lUi'i building was used by 
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jMibai' ns a place for (liscussing matters of fM^iciicc or 
ivlij'ion, liiiiiself occupying the capital of ma ccati-c 
pillar, while bis cliief meu were seated ii^ the four 
corners. 

k 

In this same court is a pavilion, consisting of a 
pyrauiidal canopy of elalwi’atcly cjirved stone, resting on 
four pillars, which have a cornice of peculiar design re- 
j^rcscntiiig a serpent. This pavilion apiiroaches as near 
Hie Hindoo style of building as is possible, wILboiit 
vioraUng the ai*eliitcctnre of the ]>alaee, wbicli is a mns^ 
si VC kind of Sai-accnic. It was the station of a Gooroo, 
nr///zif/tM) Saint wliom Akbar, probably from motives 
'»'of policy, kept near liim. The palace ot tbe Sultana 
of Cunstantinoplc is one mass of the most laborious 
scnli>Lurc. There is scarcely a Sfpiarc inch of blank 
stone in the building. Bat the same mnark would al- 
,most apidy to the whole of the palace, as well as that of 
j^'cr-Bul, It is a wilderness oj scalptnic, whei'e inven- 
lion soeniB to liave been tax.cd to the ufuiostt(>]iro(.]uce 
ncTiV combi nations of ornament. Every t hi o'* is carv^ed in 
a sandstone so fine, that, cjLcept where ininreil by 
nrin, it appears nearly as shaip as when first chiselled. 
The uuiouut of lalwiir l>cstowod on Fiittchjwro tlirows 
the stucco tiligrees of the Alhambnifpiite in the shade ; 
it is unlike any tiling lliat I have over seen. And yet 
the very name of this splendid collection of mins, whieh 
cannot lx: saii)a.s.sed anywhere outside kJgyjit, was un- 
liiiown to me before reacliing India I We [laid iwtlier a 
Jiasty visit to tiicyi(3 IJcieftn-i^aMifi and 
tbe mint. The latter is an tminense rjijadran<*'le half 
blocked up with mins. In the is the bal¬ 

cony whero^Akbar usually made his public appcarfijice 
in the morning to the crowd ivaiting in the court to 
see or petition him. lie was giTOfed on tlic.se occasions 
witli aoryof ‘;.\jfciIi.t,n.AklKu--’ I (G(„l isGreal), i, 
ivliifLlioiuvaiiabl)' icpUuiIJalW-jiilhiluLuij’ ! Olay 
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]Hs glory sliine); this tras a mode of salutation intro¬ 
duced l>y himself, because the tivo phrases contain his 
name—''^Jailul-ud-deen AkbavI Imve frequently heard 
a very similar style of address in Boliemia, ’vrlicre the 
greeting is rmised be Jesus CuKiSTr And the 
iinswer :—" In eternity. Ameitf' 

On the north side cfBeer-Bul's palace, a litlie 
further down the iiiil, is the famous elephant gate, 
Akbar at one time intended to make a fortress of the 
place, and commenced by building this gate, which in a 
very noble stnictnrc, Hanked by two octagonal Inistions, 
But Shekh Belim Cliishti, in whose sanctity the Kmperor 
had great faith, tlireatcned to leave, in case the plati^ 
was carried out, and the fortress was, therefore, relin¬ 
quished. On each side of the gate is a colossal elc- 
] I hunt on a loRy j^jcdestal, but both the an tin a Is have 
lost their trunks, and arc otherwise nnitilaled. A steep 
paved road, between gardens hanging one below the 
other on arched terraces, interrupted occasionally by 
ruins of palaces, leads down the hill to the elephant's 
tower, a minaret about 91) feet high, and studded fi'om 
tup to bottom witli tusks of elephants. There is nmeii 
discussion concerning its character but the most plausi¬ 
ble supposition Is tliat it was erected by Akbar over the 
giuve of a favorite elephant. It is called by the natives 
the ** Uirati Minar " (Antelope Towei'.) 

By this time it was two hours past noon, and I 
still had the famous durgah to see. We, therefore, re- 
tmeed our steps, and useended to the tiigUcst part of 
the hill, where the tomb rises like a huge square lort- 
ress, overtopping the p.alace of Aklim* itself. We 
jaouuted a long llight of steps, and entered a quad¬ 
rangle so s} 7 aCLOiis, so syiumetrical, so wonderful in its 
decorations, that I was tilled with amazement. Fancy 
a paved court-yard 128 feet -u length by 406 in breadth 
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siirmnnded with a pillared corridor 50 feet liigli, with a 
gateway, one of the noblest in the world, J20 feet 
high, triple-domed luoscjuc on citlier side, a large tank 
and fountain in the centi'c, and op|)Oi&ite tlie grciit por- 
. la! the niolhcr-of-pcarl and marble crystal, with its 
gilded domes, ivory pillni^, and wroatiis of wondrous 
fiowei-liko ornaments, inwrought in mai'ble filigree. 
The court, with it« immense gide, seemed an enchanted 
fortress, solely erected to guanl the precious structure 
within. 

Shckli Selim Chishti was a very holy maOj who 
became known i^s such T>y iiis intimacy with tigens, 
several of wdiom lived with him in a cave on the hill 
where his tomb now staudB. His renown roacherl 
the oat's of Akbar, who, Jhiding him to l>o a man of 
apparent sanctity and considerublc wi.s(lom, built the 
pahico of b'uttehpore Sikree, it is said, to be near him. 
He consulted him on all imimrtant occasions, and, as 
the story goes, wa.s finally indebted to liim for an lieir 
to the throne. For some time after AlibaFs accession 
he was williout a son, and twice demanded of the Shekh 
if he should ever have one. ** No," said the latter; it 
is not so written.” Now he, the Shekh, had an infant 
son six months old ; for these Moslem siiints are tlie re¬ 
verse of cell batc.s, Upon Akbar coming to make fcbo 
demand a third time, and receiving tlie same answer, 
tills infant, who was present at the interview in his 
cradle, suddenly spoke, although never befoits had he 
even lisped a syllable. *' Father," said he, “ why do you 
send away the Conqueror of the World in despair" V 
Because,” said the Shekh, although he marvelled not 
a little at this —** there is no son written for him, un¬ 
less another will give the life of a child destined for him ; 
and who will do this?” ''If yon will permit me, 
father." said the infiint, will die that a son may be 
born to the Emperor "—and even before the Shekh 
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signified his consent, he gave up the ghost. That da 7 
an heir to the throne was conceived, and in due time 
born. There are scandaloos persons, however, who say 
that this is an aUegoiy, veUing a troth, and that the 
fihekh, in procuring an heir to the Emperor, did, in fact, 
give up his own son, but without destroying his life. 
Be that as it may, Jehan-Ghir, the son of Akbar, bore 
the name of Selim untU he oseeuded the Ihroue. 

We were allowed to cjitcr the inner corridor, which 
surrounds the Shekb's tomb, and to look in, but not to 
cross the threshhold. The tomb, as well as a canopy six 
feet high, which covens it, is made of iuothcr*of-pearl. 
The floor of jasper and the w'alls of wliitc marble, inlaid 
with cornelian. A cloth of silk and gold was spread 
over it like a pall, and upon this were wreaths of fresh 
and withered flo wers. The screens of marble prround- 
ing tlie building are the most beautiful in India, They 
are single thin slabs, about eight feet square, and 
wrought into such intricate open patterns that you 
wouUl say they had been woven in a loom. The 
moscpic, whicli is of older date than the tomb, is very 
elegant, resembling somewhat the hall of the Abenoer- 
rages in the Alhambra, except that it is much larger, 
anti of whi te marble, instead, of stucco. Bushurat Ally 
informed me that the durgah was ci-ected in one year 
from the wealth left by ShekU Selim Chishti at his death, 
and that it cost 37 lakhs (d5370,000.) 

Busharat Ally sung mi Arab love song, and told 
ns tales of the time of Akbar, Some of these could 
not very well ho repeated, as, like most Eastern stories, 
they were narratives of skilful intrigue j but there was 
one relating to Beer-Bnl himself, which I give in the 
Shekh’s wowls, merely omitting some of his endless 
I'epetition of phrases. 

One day/ so began the old man, " Akbar Shah 




50 


fiUraS OF FTTTTEUPORE STKIlF^:. 


nnd liajali Beer-Bul were sitting together f Akbar said 
to Beer-Bul, wbat would you do if a great uiisfoi'' 
tune fell upon you ? said Beei-Uul “ I alionld give my¬ 
self up to pleasure." Ifow to pleaiiurc !” said Akhuv 
wlieu you were luifortimate T ** Still said Beer-Bul I 
should do it.” The next day Akbar said to Beer-But 
take this ruby and keep it till I call for it A’ow it 

was a ruby worth mil lions of rupees, such as thero 

never was in the world before or smee. So Beer-Bui 
took the ruby home to his daugbte)-, and bade her keep 
it carefully, for it belonged to Akbar Shall ; and she 
locked it up in a chest with three locks. 

Now Akbar sent to the greatest roliber in the 
place, who was coudenmed lo death, and had him 
brought liefore him. * Robber,' said he, * 1 will give you 
your life if you can do one tiling for me.’ ‘ What is 

that said the robber f ^ You iiiiist steal from my 

^Minister, Beer-Bul, a ruby which 1 gave him to keep 
said Akbar Shah/ The robber agreed, and no sooner 
had he gone into the city upon bis errand than he sent 
for a very cunning little old woman. There is now no 
woman living who is so cunning as sbe 'vva.s, aUhough— 

" interpolated the Slickh with a sly twinkle of the eye" 
—there are still some who would be a match for Eblis 
himself. AVell, this little cunning old woman went to 
Beer-Bul’s dsiughtor and engaged herself as a servant, 
and she gradually so won her contidence, that Beer- 1 
Bui's daughter showed her the Imx with the tiiree 
locks and the ntly. So she fetched the keys, opened 
the locks, took the ruby, and gave it to the i‘ohl>er Svho 
brought it to Aklmr/ Akbar threw it into the Jnmna, 
and tlieu sent for Beer-Bvd, ^ Bring me tlic ridjy,’ saiil 
he. ‘ Very well,' said Beer-Bul, aud w^enfc home to 
bring it but behold I it was stolen. ' \Ycl], wliere’s the 
ruby' said Akbar ? ^Voirr Majci^ty shall have it in 
fifteen days.' 'Very well' said Akbar, but reuieudjer 
your head i.s seciiniy for it, 
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Boev-Bul went konie and said to his daughter, 'wo 
have fifteen days to live—^lot ns spend tlietu in festivU 
tyd So they ate, and drank and gxive feosN and dances 
tilt in twelve days they lunl spent many lakhs of 
rupees, and there not a. picB left them to luiy foort. 
They remained thus two days. On the fonrteenth 
inorJiiug the daughter of a fishennan, who fished in 
the Jumna, said to iior hither :—* father, tlie Ihijah Bccr- 
IJnl and his daughter have bad nothing to eat for two 
days; let me take them this fish, which Beer-Burs 
daugliter roceived with many thanks, and immediately 
cooked.’ But as tliey were eating it there earn© a 
pebble into Beer-Burs nioutli. He took it out in his 
lingers, and, wah J it was the ruby. Next morning 
lie went to Atbar and said :—'here is the ruby as 1 
promised,' AUbat was covered by suqwise, but when he 
had beard tlie story he gave Beer-Bul two crores of 
rupees (£200,000) and said that ho had spoken the 
truth—was better to rejoice than to grieve in mis¬ 
fortune. 

The moral of this story is rather awkwardly 
brought out, but tlie plot is curious from its resem¬ 
blance to the Ring of Polycmtes. It Wiis spun out to 
a uincb greater length in the Shekli’a relation. 

I shook hands with Busharat Ally, and drove 
slowly down the hill, and out of the gtite. I was about 
two miles distant when the son went down in a broad 
crinison glory, and niy last view of Futtehpore Sikree 
was a dark liaud, sublime against the deepening brilli¬ 
ancy. But I shall long rcmcDibcr the day I spent in 
its palaces.^ 

To this may be added some stories that Bushnrat 
Ally related to me in 1833, f do not know if during 
the late mutiny the robals forced or persuaded this 
worthy gentleman to join them or not, or whether he is 
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llie cnstodian of Futfehpoi'c Sikree ruins stm ; if be is, 
I beg his pardon for even liaviog hinted at his ever 
liavitig seen a rebel, more especially having joined 
them. This Bushavat claimed to be a direct descendant 
of Shekli Selim Chishti f and all his stories he vouched 
were true having been handed down in the traditions 
of his family, 

Bcer-Biil, as has been said, was Akbar'^ Priraa 
Minister, he was a Hindoo, of great wit, wisdom, and 
erudition, and a pTiilosopher withal, enjoying a largo 
amount of the Emperor’s confidence. 

One day as King Akbar and Beer-Bul were out 
walking followed by the State elephants—Akbar asked 
him. in Ins opinion which was the best, tlie collective 
strength of a whole arniy, or the individual wisdom of 
a clever man ; Beer-Bul answered—tlie wisdom of a 
clever man." Tiic Emperor then made signs to the 
mahout of his elephant to make the animal rush on 
and attack Bcci-Bul, which wma done ; this man of ex¬ 
pedience instantly seized a pariah dog by the tail, whicli 
was sitting close by, waiting for some scraps from a 
cooiy’s dinner, and swinging the howling dog in the air 
brought it with great force on the head of the elephant, 
who immediately turned tail and ran off screaming witii 
fright to his stables two coss off. Beer-Bul turner! 
round to tlie Emperor saying :—Where $s the strengtli 
of your army gone.” The Emperor was so pleased with 
his presence of mind, under trying cireumstances, that 
ho ordered him a new dress of lionor, and promised that 
he would never do any thing without consulting him. 

Another time Akbar was out hunting and lost his 
way ; he suffered mucli from thirst, chancing to sc© a 
labourer cutting sugur-canc; he rode up and asked the 
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man to gire liini a piece fca clie\v, the man went into 
the midst of the Uliet, and biought a largo cane ; the 
Enipcvor tbon asked the man what was the necessity 
fi>r his going into tlie midst of the field to get a cane 
when there were plenty close by. The countryman an¬ 
swered :—*' The king is worthy of the boat, I brougiit the 
largest in the field " Akbar then asked him that if he 
knew lie was the king, wdiy he had not made an 
obeisance, wliieh was a king's duo. The man an- 
aw^cred :—The obeisance is rather due to mo, I hai'c 
received no benefits or favour li*oin the king, whereas 
the king has from me " Akbar said :—“ Tlieie is some 
truth in this follow’s reasoningand, taking off a signet- 
ring, lie gave it to the man, and told him tu present 
liimseif next day at diirbaiv and ask a favour at the 
same time letnrning the ring. When Akbar rettirnerl 
home he told Bcer-Enl of the affair, who blamed him 
very mncli for giving such a valuable ring to a peasant, 
and with which he could do so much harm. 

Akbar ayerred that he could trqst the man ; Beer 
Bui said that the ring was gone for ever. The man 
did not present himself at diirbai' next day, and many 
months passed away witlioiit hearing any thing about 
the ring further than Beer-Burs continual reproacfics 
to the king for his folly. No>v it chanced that King 
Akbar and Beer^Bul were riding out one day in the 
country^ when the Emperor at a distance espied this very 
countiyiiian engaged at the plough, ho tohl Becr-Buf 
of it and asked his advice. Beer-Bul said —** If the 
man is innocent he will coqtiiiue his ploughing, but if 
guilty, he will run oft' into the jungles upon seeing you.” 
The king approached, but the man went on with his 
w'ork. Akbar tlicn asked why he had not come to the 
durbar and brought back tlie ring. The man said 
“ Oh king, as I “ivas returning that evening to my village 
I chanced to take the ring out of my pocket just to see 



64 


nuINS OF FCTTEaPOEE sikhee. 


it Tvas all safo.” The kotwal hapjKined to oversee roe, 
and immediately had me seized, banged on tlic head 
with latliicsa, and your ring taken by force from we; 
saying '^what pimishment is due to a thief who has 
stolen ft ring T He also warned me that if I roade any 
eomphiiiits about it, my lot should lie vile ; Akbar then 
Nftid “ Why did you not report this at the clmbar the 
next day ? Yon would have had justice," The country¬ 
man answered :—“ OJi king would such.an one as T, have 
been believed ; I should liavc been put in prison, per¬ 
haps have lost wy life, Becr-Bul said—" there is trutJi 
here, but it is mixcfl with error, let us go to the village, 
and sec the kotwal.” Akl>ar ordered the eountryumn to 
be mounted on an elephant, and to show the way to tlte 
village. When they neared the place, the king and 
Bcor-Biil went on ahead, and entered tlie kotwal's 
house, who made profuse expressions of delight at the 
visit and professions of devout obedience to the kinc', 
wlio kept his eye on the man, and saw him take off'a 
ring from his finger and conceal it in his waistlsclt. 
The king, then, ordered all the head people of the 
place to be assembled, and asked tliein if tliey were sa¬ 
tisfied with the kotwal; they all with one accord pour¬ 
ed forth his praises, saying, that their destiny was good 
to be under such a worthy roan ; now the kotwal was 
the veriest villi;iii in the world, and w'as hated, but ninch 
feared^ because he Jiad the signet of the king, by iuc<ins 
of Ui hioh he carried on all kinds of oppression, extortion 
ajid injustice. The king then said—how aiueh is your 
salaiy?* and the kotwal told him it was 50 rupees a 
month; the king then asked how is it that you oiin 
b ve in such magnificence upon 50 rupees a month ? 
jijxplfiin ttiJiit I niay n. lesson^ find reduce the 
expenditure of my kingdom. At this close qucstioujug 
urn face of the kotwal became wliite with fear* The 
king tticii Siud to the head men of the villageyon 
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arc ^11 well satisfied with the hotwal, but I will produce 
(jiie of you who is not w> f and he then gave orders 
for the elephatit willi the ploughiiiiui on it, to advance. 

When the hotwal saw liim. Ids hejul fell on his 
breast, and the dark shadow of ooufusion overapiead 
his nice, and speech left liis lips. The villagers when 
they saw the turn affairs were taking, loaded the kotwal 
with abuse and revilings of his tyranny and oppression, 
such is the way of this world. AkUar ovdcied all the 
pn>peity of the kotwal to be confiscated and given to 
the ploughman, whom he made kotwal instead ; and 
also ordered a fine of 1(10 rupees to be levied on tlio 
village because the men liad spoken false before him— 
and this to be given to the religious mendicants. Tlie 
former kotwal liad the plot of land and hut of the bus- 
handiimn given him for bis Jot. The ploughman turn¬ 
ed out an honest man, and was aRerwavds advanced to 
the situation of insiiector of chUlais, which was a 
very lucrative appoi ntiuent. Bcer-Bul said ‘‘the ^ed I 
hav'c sown has increased a hundred fold, my advice is 
no longer required by you. Oh king your wisdom now 
cxcecils mi ac/^ TUc kotwaris "'vas Fyx liukslij, 

the ploughman was Eaindcen. 

The Emperor Alcbar was given to repartee, and 
the making of riddles, one of these were—why is a 
melon, like a woman ? ^usivci'. Because if the melon 
falls on the knife, or the knife on the melon, the latter 
is always the sufferer. The wit of this I leave^ the 
reader to discover, but remember it was a royal joke, 
so you are bound to consider it very clever. 

Another time Akbar and Beer-Bul were taking 
the air in the state barge on the river rTiinina, The 
Emperor was turning louud in bis hand a valuable 
rosary called in the native language niata, it chanced 
to sbp off Lis Land into the river; Akbar galled out to 
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Beer-Bttl— do," (give me back my rosary 'Also 
iiieanii»g, bring and girc me your motlier.) ^er-Bul 
replied—cfo/' (let it go, also meaning give lue 
your sister.) This play on the words may be difficult to 
be understood by the English reader ; but is considered 
the acme of repartee by natives. 
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' rtTTEHPORE SIKIIEE IN THE OLI>EN TIME TAKEN FROM A 
SKETCH POBLIBIIED IS AS AoRA FeuiODICAL OF 1852. 


Let US begin Tvitb examining tlie po«itian of tbe 
ruins. Tills ancient palace, which stood to the inipc'-nil 
A"'m of Akhar’s time, in the same relation which W md- 
sor ami Versailles now hear to London and l« Pa’-.’s, 
was situated upon a ridge of rocks of secondary sand- 
fitone. Upon one side of the ridge is now found the 
village of Kuttehpore, upon the other, that of Sikree : 
both were included within the lofty walls, six miles in 
circumference, of the palace town. Upon the highest 
nart of the ridge, excepting that afterwards occupied by 
the tomb of the Shekli Selim Chlshti, stood the body 
(tflhc palace, now adapted to the pm^oses of a Tulisilu 
This I prefiiimc, to have contained the domestic apait- 
* ments of the Emj^eror and his suite, exclusive of the 
zanflna. To the immediate west of this may still be 
seen the gracefully carved and cupolntcd apartments ol 
the Rajah Beer Bull, whilst again to their south-west 
arc those, which tradition has apportioned to the two 
celebrated brothers, Feizi and Abut Fazl,—building^ 
now employed for the use of a Government school 
On the east of the body of the palace above mentioned 
was the zanSna, consisting of some separate and other 
conjoined chambers for the ladies of the hmischold, aim 
also the khdwbgah of the Emj>eror in which was a tank 
with fountains and a garden. On one side of the 
amfina, outside the walls, stands the picturesque paneh- 
niahalla, which is of a pyramidal shape, forme ly ^ 
stories or platforms supported by open pilhtf-work, each 
story lessening from the lower one, so^s to lea\e a 
broad gallery all round. It wa.s, perhaps, used for ser¬ 
vants to sit or sleep upon. The cfcuxin-t-flrraflss adjoins 
the front of the kh&wbgah ; it is a large enclosed 
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oblong space ; here are sti!] to Iw found tlie priry 
coimcil cliainber, tlie pacliisi-lxKird, the gmu's 
and the !iide aud seek. Tlie first of tliese is a iinwt 
unifiiie biiiJding, Though apparently from without, of 
two stories, on entering jou hnd that the uj^jicr cliaiiibcr 
consists only of the summit of ii massive pillhr rising in 
the ceiiti'e of the lower tloor, from >diich smninit narrow’’ 
of stone join the four angles of tlie build- 
ing; at eacli of these there is a door and staircase, 
and the angles are connected with each other by a, 
narrow' gallery running round at the same ele\ ation as 
(he top of the pillar. This central pillar is most richly 
clustered with carved stone ornauients, and iff bordered 
above with a little balustrade. Imagination could, per¬ 
haps, bo scarcely aiithenticaliy contradicted iji suggest- 
ijig any origin lor this curious design; nor does it seem 
likely that the arrangement could ever ha^'e been of 
auy utility, or intended] for more than an allegoricKtl 
purpose. The least dillicult explanation may then 
seem, that the emblem Bigijifie,s the ministers of the 
Emperor coming from the foiii- quarters of the compass, 
to give their counsel, and receive his commands. The 
iKtehisi-boaixl is another quaint whim, though certainly 
Imperial in its ecceiilricity. The squares of tho board 
are formed by large squares of stone, suJlieiently big for 
a peiTion to stand, or even sit upon, in the oriental 
fashion. The game is usually played by four pei-sons, 
each of whom is supplied with four w ooden or ivory 
cones, wliich are called '^gdts" and are of different 
colours for distinction. ’\’ictoiy consists In gettiiic^ 
these four piecc.s safely Ihmigh all the squares of each 
rectangle in^ ihe vacant place in the cjentie—tlie difil- 
ciilty bein^4ihat the advei-saries take up in the same 
way that pieces are hiken up at backgammon. Mov¬ 
ing IS regulated by throwing *^com'ies” whose apei'tures 
laUing ux>perjuost or not, affect the amount of the throw 
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hv cei-tain fixed rules. But on this Titanic board of 
Akbar s, wooden or ivoiy “gdts” would he lost alto¬ 
gether —wliat was to be done ? Sixteen girls (I suppose 
slaves, ir dancing girls), dressed distinctively, say foiir in 
red four in blue, four inwhitc, four m yellow—weie trot¬ 
ted up and down the squares, taken uj) by an advei-airy 
and put back at the begining again—and at hiat 
after many difficulties, four of the same color would 
find themselves giggling into their dopattas tOoetlier 
in the middle space, ami the was won. The fancy 
was certainly indicative of oriental views of women— 
Init as it must have been productive of many a merry 
Taiigb, in tthich I have no doubt the poor girls 
p^iifed—why. perhaps, no great harm wiy^ done I Akbat 
prided himself on the latitude 

Ind accordingly entertained a gum. Die dsan of tU s 
holy man is a handsome stone throne, Indip m lU 
style of architecture, being exceedingly massive m all 
iti proportions. Close by it are the passages, where 
some of the ladic.s used to beguile an hour or two oi 
their long day with a game at ” aiikli macUouli, or 
blind uia^s buff. On the east of the dewan-iMa^ was 
the and a coinniunication through the 

wall which divided tliem cnaldeii the Emperor to take 
his scat at once on the covered 

he could be observed by all present, lo ^Jh 
again of the zaufina, stands a chamber with a pillaied 
verandah in front, which may have been ^ 

duilar-khana. Those were *?^lnr?nS A hd^ul 

nai buiklings. It is recorded by the lubtouan, Abdul 

Kadir thaUhe palace was finished in tlmsame year m 

which the Shekh Selim Chishtee died ' 

therefore, not built till alatcr perimL Bu®i rounding 

what I have attempted to describe, and coycrlig the hill 

on ffither side, may still be found tlie remains o a niiut, 
ol baths, of streets, saraes, of private liom^es, wlnEt the 


CO 


iTTTTEtlPORE SrSt^Ei; IS THE OLPES TIME, 


■ 


space betw'eea tlie foot of the'liilJ an<? the walls, in most 
diceetions, was doubtless occupied by a swarming and 
dirty bazfir, exhibiting tliatcnriGue propinquity of squa¬ 
lor to magniticence, which is so essentuil an element in 
every'Oriental scene, and forms generaUy.e sad eiiiblem 
of the state of nsociety. The principal streets leading 
up to the ridge oftlie hill must have presented a strik¬ 
ing appearance. We should not, however, confuse our 
idea of the scene with Kuropean jiotions, for instance, 
tliere was probably nothing very showy about the afao]xs. 
The druggists with their coloured bottles, and tinsel-de¬ 
coration, the drapers with a show cloth -or two hung up 
before the stalls, the sackllers 'with their Ornamented' 
trappings and hoi-sings, and those who made up punkas 
of gay feathers or banners of silk embroidered with gold 
—ail such niight tell in scenic efl'eot. But that bmncli 
of trade, which is so peculiarly .connected with our ideas 
of the costliness and splendour of the east—the jea^l- 
lars, goldsmiths, silversmiths and hligreo w'orktrs, 
present no public “ Storr and Mortimer” exhibition cd" 
their resources. Those merchants who dealt in jewels 
and ornaments, had them safe at tho bottom of, chised 
trunks ; whilst the shops of these who were themselves 
working jewellers, odhred nothing more exciting to the. 
im^inatton, than what might be called forth by a ' 
whitesniith’s forge at home. The interest of the scene 
doubtless-cluedy consisted in the difierent races -of men 
by whom all avenues were thronged, distinguished by 
liioir dj Cerent costumes, and divided by habits and pre- 
jadicea into separate groups. Here the fair complexion, 
Jewish featu^, tine form and ample robe.s of the 
Affghan—tfc^, the round and vulgar little money¬ 
changer fipPPCrOOzerat, with his soiled chupkun and 
his yelbivpagri. Here the bare head and beautiful 
muslin of the Bengalee, with his quick eye, rapid speech, 
his effeminate bearing and his feeble frame—there the 
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red turTmn, tlie thick ituMistache, the broad shotildere, 
the sturdy calves of the lUjpootfi. This fat porpoise of 
a man with no more hair on his head than Mr. Mieawber, 
a'hose^ vast breasts rest on his vast stomach, and 
whose vast stomach rests on his vastthighsi is a Chaubc 
fioni Muttra. He is copjdng San^rit (which he does 
not utkleretand) for the Shekh Pieze, who is read mg 
with a pundit: The Ohauhe writes a-Uttle on old pioeea 
of paper, then stops tuui chniints what he has written; 
rolling his body in time to. the strain. In another 
place, a pale graceful youth, by profession a fcasA-navir, 
is writing out an eulogy of the Emperor for a young 
poet,,who hopes to lay it ornamented with scrawls and 
niuminations before Abul Fazal, or Aziz. Soinefchtn|g. 
like this, perhaps, though of course the merest ont Ime is 
here given, was the picture to be daily seen in the busy 
thoroughfares of Futtelfpore, And now having in a 
manner prepared our theatre, let us bring on one or 
two of the principal characters,- and let us, as a way of 
doing so, imagine the conduct'and drama of a single day 
in the palmiest time of good King' Akbar, ’ft' e are tQiu 
that the palace of Futtehpoie was completed in the year 
&7.9 Hijri^ which answers to our year 1571. 

. Akbar wonld. then be scarcely thirty years old ; it 
will suit ufbetter, however, to put our day at a much 
later period, when the EmperoFs sons were growti. 
up around him, when his power was thoioughly estab¬ 
lished, and the effects of his genius bad manifested 
themselves. Wo will not specify, however, any suppos¬ 
ed date, lest we entangle ourselv^yrith^toricalana¬ 
chronisms, merely generally laying thfl||tte as being 
when Akbar was advancing in years,^^^phen tho 
chief omamenta of his court were yet le^^Bund him. 

It would be ■very easy to describe the events of a 
day in such a Manner that an orientsd scholar should bo 
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ftblc to point out few inij!*takes, for the inforjiiRtion nf> 
furded us, both by tlie E]ii]iei'oi'’s own son and by Abtil 
Fazal, is so minute that following it we coiiUi not well 
be wrong; but as the object of our day is inerely to 
illustrate the place, the events wc shall imagine will be 
immediately suggested by the uses to which we suppose 
the different buildings were apprepriated ; we beg par- 
dim before band for all blundei's that we may uiicon- 
BCiously commit, 

™ ~ ,s- * ¥■ 

It is scarcely day. But already a roll of drums is 
beard, and cannon tliscliargecl, break rudely and abnipt- 
ly the silence of the "soliteiy morning," The Emf>e- 
l or is an early riser, and the moment of bis rising from 
bis couch is announced in this noisy fashiun. You will 
remember tliat there is a door opening to tlie south in 
the khwibgab into the B^jace on the opposite side of 
'wbiclt the duftar-khana stands. Before this doorway, 
shortly after the roll of the drums, a eonsidereble crowd 
nssembles ; immediately at the entrance are d re wn up 
double lines of ebobdars or mace bearers, each caiiying 
a silver stick ; outside of these are biirkundazes rtiul 
nther armed attendants. In front, and conversing to¬ 
gether in greujK, stand bandsonicly-di'essedrnienj wiio 
arc evidently, both by their deportment and by the res¬ 
pect they meet'witb from tlie miscellaneous crowd which 
girds in the w'hole scene, courtiers of inlluence and re¬ 
putation. One feature of tlie ensemUe must not be 
omitted ; no j^ne wore bearclg, except, indeed, such 
strangers aA^ktit be casual spectators, and whom neither 
interest im^Bessity bad compelled to confomL to tlie 
etiquettecourt. 

The door of the khwJkbgab opens, the large drums 
thunder from the noubutkbana over the great door-way 
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oftlie pakce. A naktb issues forth, mce in hau(i, and 
piockiuis in that monotonous tones© familiar todwei- 
krs in the East, the titles of his master. Immediately 
After him appears in the door-wajr a broad-chested man 
of somewiiat advanced years. He is simply dressed, but 
there is a certain chastoncss in the siiuplicity which, 
shows that some little care has been taken to produce 
it The material is white muslin, but gold thread is mtro- 
dneed in many parts with a very tasteful effect Yoa 
reiiiai'lt his arms—they are so unusimlly long^his taco 
is very clear, and the color of the blood so disceniible, 
as to give a rich tinge to his olive complexion ■, his eye¬ 
brows ate joined and lowering, which tends to give a 
severe expression to the excessive bright eyes, which 
they half conceal. This is Akbar. His appearan® is 
the signal for a loud and general cry of Allaho 
Akbar" to which the Emperor, standing still m the 
door^ivay for a mouwyttand bowing very slightly, answers 
“JUU-Jalalibn;’ 

This mode of salutation and its answer had been 
introdaued by himself, and it will to otarved ttot the 
two phrases include his name “Jilal-oodfn Akbar, Ihe 
courtiers now pressed forward, and were severally no — 
ced with kindness ; then forming a ring round the Empe¬ 
ror, the whole procession moved on foot towaids the 

^Akbar was very early to-day, and tlic &yAn had 
not yet been proclaimed. Whilst they were mojnng 
sloirty along, the voice oftlie muasszin was l^eard to 
the high up cupula of the dmgali ptew^. The fai^ 
ivords he uttered weie the same ns tbQsel||ich the t.ub- 
Diissivd iTiultittidc liud just 
God is great! But coiuiDg froni t!ie serenc^^ 
slow, solemn cbmit, they seemed to beat a ‘ 
iimt meaning, and to suggest to a eontempla 
the full interpretation, which the eloa«ent MassiUon 


Akbar,“ 
and in n 
ore iJreg- 
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once gave tliem ; wlio, when preaching the fiincra! j:er- 
moil of the 14th Louis, commenced in a deep under¬ 
tone, “ Zoiiis cst moH ! Dim seul cst fjmmi ! ' Thero 
was one amongst the attendant conrtioi*f<, wlio, on hear¬ 
ing tiie first sound of the azan, stood perfectly still. 
He was a man of sliaqi, severe features, and noted as 
the most rigid Maliomcdau alioiit the court. It h 
directed in the Haddls, that if a person he walking 
when the azaii is sounded, lie stand still and revcninlly 
listen, Abdul tAdir, the higotted historian, for it 
was lie, was not one lightly to omit obedience to tlie 
sacred riInal, A gay man, of nio&t polished inaiiiim, 
who was waliving liy the Emperor’s side looked round 
when Abdul Kadir was left some little distmicc behind ; 
and, catching the Enipei-or’s eye, they both langlied. 
This was the celebrated Abul Fiizl. well-known to he 
as lax in mattei^ of faith as Abdul Kadir was rigid. 
The whole party had now reached the eastern gate of 
the diii'gSh, on the steps of which an attendant received 
the Emperor’s shoes, as no one wasperihitted to pass 
within that sacred precinct except with feet-barc. The 
beautiful quadi-nnglc, whieli was now entoicd, has been 
t'dmired by strangers from a distant and more 
civilized continent as a very perfect work. On the 
western side, is a lofty and noble mosrpie, on the south¬ 
ern a ma-ssive and imposing gateway, rising high into 
the air and seen for many a mile from tlie level country 
beneath, standing up against the briglitnoss of an east¬ 
ern sky; on the nortJi, but erected apart from the cl us- 
tei’s wliicli run all around Iho building^ Js the gihrine, tho 
tomb of tlie^fckh Selim Chishti, who is said to have 
predicted til of Jehaiigeer, and fi om whom that 

accession bore the nnine of 
■ScJim. ^^aetual tomb is of iiiother-of-pcarl, but. 
enclosed tn a small chnmljer of wliite marble, which 
IS itself again enclosed in a larger chamber of the same 
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material. Tins outer clianiber is Jiglited by liui;e 
squares of that lattimj-work whieli has rendered the 
iloresqnc aTclntecture celebrated llirougliout Europe, 
and beautiful ruins ofTrliich still astonish, wliilst they 
delight the wanderer in Spain. The rich creamy tinge 
of tlio inarltle, tbe elabomte yet exact design of the 
tiMcery, the completeness of the finisli render these lat- 
tices, perhaps, unrivalled in India. A support to the 
roof outside somewhat in the shape of the tigiirc “S/* 
of which there ai e several strikes one as out of clmrac- 
te3', being evidently of Indian design. 

In tlio middle of the quadmngtejpraycr-caipeUwerc 
spread opposite to the mosque, and tlie relative of tlio 
Shckli, who was now the Mutnwallie of the durguh, was 
present to read the pitiyer. The Emperor and his cour¬ 
tiers formed themselves into one long Hue, and prostia- 
lions and other attitudes were performed by the wholo 
asj?eiul>ly in coucevt, which formed a curiou-s scene. 

After prayers, the Emperor pa.ssed for a moment 
wltliin tlic tomb of the Shekb, for whom be entertain¬ 
ed an allectioiuite remembrance, casting upon it the 
simple tribute of a jessaniinc tlower, Wiicn he return¬ 
ed to the gateway, Ijy which lie had entered, elcphanti;, 
ledhoi'ses, and mounted out-ridel's, were found in. attend¬ 
ance. As the noble elephant upon which Akbar 
mounted rose from thegimind, guns lii'cd, drums were 
loudly rolled, and the pmcession swung into motion to 
tlie voice of the nakib, whose sonorous compliments and 
adulation were taken up by a largo crowd of spectatoi's. 
As tlie Emperor passed along, his train aja^welled by 
many courtiers, dependants and otheii^H^, liaving 
jnadc their salaam fi'oni some conspiein^j^^Hmer, put 
their horses in line. The name of the Miner* 

having been whispered about, it l^cjamo ^neially 
known that the Emperor was going to indulge in a little 
jnatclilock shooting. 
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Tlie Deer Tower is within tlie walls immcdiatelv 
under the hill in a north westerly direction. Tlicr© is 
a paved road leading to it from the jmlacc, which passes 
under a large gateway, called the “Hathi Poi," or ele¬ 
phant gate, from two of these animals sculptured Ju 
stone, which stand one on each side of the enli'ance 
from without. Akbar appears to haxe thought tlic 
massive shape of the elephant an imperial and appropri¬ 
ate ornament to a gateway ; lor it will be remembered 
that after the defeat of Jcirnul, the Emperor caused 
figures to be cast of that chief and bis brothei', which 
he placed upon carved elephants erected by the gateway 
of the fort of Delhi ; and many years after, the French 
traveller, Beraicr, visiting that place was imyucssed by 
these vast statues with feelings of respectful awe. It 
was a gay sight when Akbar ]jassed under the Hatlii 
Pol. Fii-st a troop of cavalry, their spears glittering, 
their horees fretfully champing the bit; then chobdars, 
and chupiussics with red turbans and sashes, on camels 
amongst them the nakib still vociferous; the leading 
couvtiei's suiTOunded the Emperor’s elephant on ele¬ 
phants also, and the mighty animals roll along, tinkling 
with bells and weaving their rich trappings as they go. 
Other courtiers and officers of the palace follow' on horse¬ 
back, each with their own burkaiula»es and attendants 
on foot. A band of the rude but not ineilective music 
of the country accompanies, and their drums arc most 
briskly answered \yy those of the diirbandn from over the 
gateway. The “Hiran Minar" Is a single tower, 
standing hy itself on a small raised platform. The 
lower part^||ie shaft bristles w'ith the not very pretty 
ornamenJ^^Hof imitation elephants tusks. Iliey are 
of ston<^^^pM ivith chunam, and the tusk is squared 
off as tlil^Wually nrc in large animals, perhaps the 
ends w'cre gilt in imitation of the brass clamps often 
attached, which may have improved them. 
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The Emperor ascended tcTtlie top of the tower 
attended only by an old chuprasaie, who earned two 
matchlocks. After Akhar had amused liimself for 
some time firing at deer, which w ere driven acrass an 
open space at a lair distance from the miniiv he sent 
word down that he was now satisfied with sport, and 
orilerecl a review of cavalry to commence, which had 
been arranged for that morning. 

A man now ascended the minar, richly dressed, 
his countenance not wholly nnpleasing, hut still haunted 
by tliat terrible cxpres.sion of uncertainty of temper, 
which so marked his character; for it was Prince Selim, 
lie saluted his fatlicr, and stood by hi.s side looking on 
as the cavahy came into sight. There was a fine young 
man leading the troops— mounted on a showy horse, 
who every now and then glanced up to the minar, as if 
for approval, this was Prince Khiisru, Selim s son. ^ He 
had i-eeently got his mansab, and was proud as of it as 
lad could he. 


The inspection of cavahy concluded, Akhar and 
the Piiiicc came down, and mounting on elephants 
moved in procession to’^vards the palace. There is a 
large scraie on the right of the minar os you return to 
the Hathi Pol. Travellers of many nations were stand¬ 
ing in front of this place, having come out to sec the 
Emperor pass. Amongst them wei'C two men of 
Bwai'thy hu^ dressed in ecclesiastical cftRscjcks* Th6 
Einricror^ eye immediately caught them, and he, appiu 
rently knowing what nation and calling they were of, 
gave an oixicr for them to attend him 


iuidi^cvei: 

When Akhar arrived within the p^^Bp^nhght- 
edatthc gate of the building, which isli^hc Tab- 
sil. Here he partook of a repast, and alki^ards sent 
for the Eafah JJecr-Bul, The Hindoo Chief, a man of 
agreeable and chcorful features, came over, pJamly dres^ 
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scil, in a lullki or large* open littci; nccompanierl by Ins 
secretaries and a few foot men, and was soon liaid at 
^vork Tcitli ^kbar in political papers and converse. It 
yvas now a busy time in the town—marketing was gi> 
ing on briskly in tiie streets, men were washing ami 
dressing in the public manner the cast admits of, some 
wore cooking and othei'S were eating their food witii 
the peculiar solemnity of oriental meals. In one place 
was load liaggling about a l>argain, in another some 
bmmiah was voclfei'atiug “ dvMt pMsah** against a 
trooper, who bad taken much iiioie atta than was right 
for his money. Everywhere noise, cverj'whcTO bustle 
and life. 


At twelve, Akbar dismissed the Kajalt after a hard 
morning's work, wishing to be left alone, ns he said, for 
a meditatiou on the orb w’hicb then stood at meridian 
height. 


And now came on that time so full of unac¬ 
customed imagmy to an European mind, thenooii of an 
Indian day—■imagery', indeed, whose picturesque f(?a- 
tures familiarity Ijas not concealed from the perception 
of native writers. The Rajah Sudraka in his tlmnia of 
the ** Toy Cart ” tlins describes the mid-day scene t— 

** Ttp PttElCF fn Hjd ahtidtf 

the unehimptKl fodiL^ from thejp men! hi t 
liip ht-dj ipc- frith jIout languid pn?P 
Crt^pa lo ihe t© uTiiltc! kji puuwliiu^ tlunt 

Id iti now tppid watc-pa j not n erraturo 
Ii wrn npqu tJw puhlk nmfl imt hniT«, 

A j>aj3s«figer—the kuh,” 


And more i>oetically the great Kalidasa says in 
the “Hero Jj|d:^>raph 


ero aj^i 

m 

T 


EjKmptod hj tlir 
hit* p)ungr» in the ioantj pooU 
tlie t&tl tiPHr'i root : tho'drawiT Lh 
tho hollow chimbiiT of tLir lotua 
with clofinj? Mtilii : cm the* hank 
' ^ tSaf 


Of the mow lepLil kko tSa wild dtiek lurka, 


tjjomtiJiiflif iwjflr m grmitkilvgj 7 woeki’ itloagiag ami liiTing* 
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Amoainit Uif aljwic i licret 

Tins pirfoS fi*™ hi* wirr iMSw^jr coiapliiiijf* 

And cMlidfsJrwfliiTlo iiliijlufl tMraL*^ 

Cun this he tlic Fntteiiporc of thrco liours tigo alt 
slmiibor and silence ? drowsy tsbrouded figuics stretelied 
on every sliop-hoai'd^ scarce a soul in the streets. 

terj hotuiia seem ill ilefp/' 


rompeii could scarcely be calmer. 

As there is nothing to be seen out of door's let ns 
peep in imagination into forbidden seclusions, let us 
enter the seraglio. There is a chamber prettily caiTcd 
with grapes and other oniaincuts in a comer of the 
zanaua which they tell you was occupied by the Turkisli 
wife. Wo are not cold critics but warm IjoUevers in 
every thing just now; therefore, wo must not scrutinize 
too severely the probabilitic-s, hut call up to imagina¬ 
tion's eye the Lady of Constantinople, 

It is a difficult thing to describe female beauty, 
and oriental beauty especially can only be caiiglil by 
glimpses, and much must always be left for fancy to 
till in. Look at any of the Heroines of the ^laverly 
Novels, a phi'ase or two is all the great artist often gives 
of external portrait. Sir Bulwer Lytton's picture of 
Lucretia is one of the most elaborate descriptions^ of 
personal appearance perhaps wc have. The following 
passage ti'oiii Aubrey Lc V ere s ^^Picturcsrpie Sti etches of 
Greece and Tiu key” contains a portrait of an oriental 
beauty, w'liich shall be here transcribed. A curious ad¬ 
venture toolv him into a Turkish bar am, and this was 


mo of tho inmates. 

The favorite wife was a Circassia 
rision it would not he easy to see. Int 
pres,sion she could hardly be called , yet 




fairer 
in ex- 
full of 


t Ik’ sf enc-^ Bflidi'n. 
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Oignity, as well as pliunt, grace, and of sweetness. Her 
large blnck eyes, beaming with a soft and steJiltby radi- 
lUiOG, seemed as if they would have yielded light in 
darkness ; and the heavy waves of her hair, which, in 
the excitement of the tnmultuous scene, she carelessly 
flung over her shouldci's, gleamed like a mirror. Her 
complexion was the most exquisite I have ever seen, its 
smooth and fienrly purity being tinged with a colour un¬ 
like that of a flower or of fruit, of bud or berry, but re¬ 
minded me of the vivid and delicate tints whicli some¬ 
times streak the inside of a shell. Though tall, slio 
seemed as light as if she had been an embodied cloud, 
hovering over the ricb carpets like a child that does not 
feel the weight of its body ; and though stately in the 
intervals of rest, lier inii'th was a sort of rapture. 

She too had that peculiar luxuriousncss of aspect, 
in no degree opposed to modesty, which belongs to the 
East : around her lips was wreathed, in their stillness, 
an expression at once ijleasurable and pathetie, which 
seemed ever ready to break forth into a smile : her 
hands seemed to leave with regret whatever they had 
rested on and in parting to leave something behind 
and in all her soft and witching beauty she reminded 
me of Browniug's lines. 

"No mti-fon mtuLfd in lueil oali| 

of in cniinour^d mqta fiLr/' 

Witb the exception of Browning’s lines, wliteh I cannot 
say I like, this seems to me veiy beautiful, and as far 
as'l can judge gives a correct idea of oriental beauty 
genei’aUy^llByou are not satisfied I must refer you to 
Lady ^I^^^Kortley ^lontagu’s. “Fair Fatima;” for 
I dare ^^^Rny hand after De Vere.” 

The Lady of Constantinople was seated on cushions 
of white silk and dressed in a cafbm of pale blue and 
silver, aTiirkish waistcoat of pale pinkj aad drawers of 
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pale Ijlue and wirito stvipes. She s^eine<l lonely nrid 
disti'cssed, a satilr lay on her lap, she took it up and 
sti'iick a few irregubir chords, and then passing into a 
simple meltuiohoiy air, she Bung some Turkish words 
wMcli Ixire a burden of this sort:— 

SONG OF THE LADY OF CONSTANTINOPLE. 


I, 

I pvnt foir the axtir? 

Aud Lfi frenli MELil 

Frtr iha homp 1 would rww mw* 

fc^iu bj ihfl gtiatjr 

Artd INF turua to 

Ob £ titainbttii] 

^ To iLti dlj of ilm 

And tbf Lronioar my i^ouL 

II. 

cli?rina.i of the KiUry noon# 

^Brdu oVr Aod^-rooD ; 

tVrfiililC^l of lodiflu 

Hrcftthtu iLrouRUllit? diaijf bovera; 

And m.y ItPiftj lOij Ao. 

m, 

TTopi* cimr! with iLo iK'n-Wni 
Cbofliing if dwmed to fdl# 

Comn w\tk ibiii ilninbf roui ixr 

A d^p Ihotigli A rnlni iloai^ir 1 
And Biy Sce.t 

There was a Greek slave asleep in a corner of the 
apartuieut, a dark-eyed iKgean islander. The music 
fell softly on her ears, and helped to aid the beautiful 
illiiKious of slumber, that she was far away and happy 
again in her own bright hoiwe. 

The city woke from its repose by ||||e o’clock, 
where men were not fairly on their they 

w'QL'e chattering to each otlicr, hiTsily, ||^^^■^>oys. 
The streets bnazed and hummed again 
loud laughter aud meriy shouts of children at phiy, 
railg ill the air. Servants wlio would be wanted as soon 
as the evening set in, as chupvasslcs and attendants, 
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were slowly getting some of their clothes on. Dancing 
girls, who lived i)» the upper room over shops, weregtti- 
rtualty appcuniig in their little btUeonies, either eiiat> 
ting with their own rau.^dans, or laughing and joking 
witli people in tiie streets. I^ed liorses hegan to pasw 
hy, their liends reined tightly up, their eyes bandiiged 
aiid their grooms holding them by a tong handkereliief. 
The dogs got up out of the dust and limped about, 
snarling amongst tlicinselves over garbage, Akbar had 
spent the afternoon in a s^Jit of desultoiy ebat with 
Abul Fu'd and Feixi. He luid sent for them about one 
o’clock, for he had happened to remember Uic two 
priests who were standing at the serai in the morning. 
And then, from remembering them, his thoughts passed 
to oilier priests who had come befoi'e, and witli whom 
he had had discussions. So he sent for his two fHmids 
to consult vdiat difticult questions should be put to the 
priests, and to chat, generally, on the subject of reli¬ 
gion, The laxity of Akbar’s firitb as a Hus-sulman, and 
his singular freedom from bigotiy, has led some to re¬ 
gard him as an earnest impiirer, from whom, unhappily, 
tlie circumstances of his hirtli, education, and ]>o.siticm 
concealed the truth ; and, in this point of view, he has 
been compared to Scipio. That he ivas constantly, with 
jesting Filate, asking what is truth 'i " There can be 
no doubt, but be seems fu us, as far us wo can under¬ 
stand his character, to have been more interested in the 
question tlmn its answer. He whs more amused at neW'' 
doctrines, new theories, new objects of venemtion than 
burdened ivith the difticultics which suiToundcd tlio ac- 
ccptanc^^Mny of them. And there surely is no 
parallel^^^Lcn a giave and powerful mind bowed 
down,^^^^Pn]gly, with the stern dilemnias of that 
great hence and Wither ? and the sviper- 

ttcial curiosity of an intellect, that was too restless to 
bind itself permanently to any particular code of 
opinions. 
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When Ahul Faal and Feizi wen?leavi ngthe Emperor 
\\ liicli they did, EniiTouiidetl by a Vitst number of peti¬ 
tioners. and others-—some ]KiUtical, some literury nmed- 
wars ; another party was seen approaching the palace. 

The principal figure amongst them was a young 
man reclining in a languid way inn litter ; he was 
very tlasliily dressed and was leaning on one ami, 
laughing and talking to his servants, w ho were most 
of tliein jauntily dressed, and impudent looking youths. 
Feijti and Abul Fn:?l tvere JusI: getting into their Utters 
ns this new arrival came mi. They iininctilately ad¬ 
vanced a little way'and bow'ed with great resi>ect. ile 
nodded in u familiar sort of manner back, and passed 
on towards the palace without stopping to speak to 
them. An interview hetween Akbar and his youngest 
son. Prince Danial, lor the new’ arrival was he, was al¬ 
ways u melancholy affair. The Emperor’s affection for 
tlie youth was great. But even affection’s eye could 
mil escape seeing the shadow of ruin on poor 
Daniars countenance. IIo was drinking himself to 
death I and neither passionate entreaties, nor stern 
w'iiriilngs, nor incnnce, nor ridicule could aiTcst the slow-, 
^certain and iuevitahle suicide. This interview resem¬ 
bled. in all resiiects, many that had preceded it. Fair 
promises and angry threats on the Emperors part met by 
sullen silence fi om the prince ' than iiatui-e getting the 
lietler of botli of theiii, Akbar wrung hia hands and fell 
ill tears on theyonth^s ueck—ami Danial, whose nen es 
were too much out of order to stand a scene, sank into 
iimudliu hysterics of alternate weeping jj^laughter. 
liy the liine this visit was over, signsj^^ke^’cning 
began to occur. The splash of water j^^^^kround 
was heard where the watermen were H^HiPe dust 
kHifore houses. The paroq^uets came out iWii shady 
conier.s where they had spent the heat of the Jay, atnl 
screeched about the eaves. 
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Tlic of tliC town swelled ii}», but to a fanciful 
ear, it seemed iiuliko the same sound in the morn big— 
there was a sulxliicd exhaustion ijerceptible—in charac¬ 
ter with the heavy ntinospherc and the dead sky. The 
Kinperor attcmled by his household servants, passed on 
foot out of the palace, where he had spent the day, into 
the kliwabgah. lie sat for a short time tlierc, in the 
garden, by the side of tlic foinitain and partook of fruit. 
Thou putting a costly shawl over Ids shoulders, and tak- 
ii]g a jewelled sword in his liand, he moved into the 
diivtin-i-IJims. Car|rels were spread in the middle of 
the square,, and cushions of faint blue velvet and silver 
laid on Ibein. inieii Akbar wins seated, he ordered 
Abul Faal and Feizi to beaddinittcd. They were close 
at hand, ami entering, were directed to sit down. Then 
tlie two ecclesiastics were summoned, whom the Empe¬ 
ror bad seen in the morning at the serai. One of them 
was a young man of pleasing countenance ; the other 
iniieh older and of a very battei*ed appearance. The 
elder priest lield up a crucifix in his hand, as soon 
he entered, at winch Akliar smiled, and, putting his 
liands together, slightly bowed his head, Abul 
at this juncture, remarked with a inalieions sneer, that4 
he was sorry Abdul Kadir was not present. The Empe¬ 
ror laughed and immediately sent for him. Conver¬ 
sation with the Portuguese priests was a difficult matter, 
but, however, it was effected after a fashion. The dis¬ 
cussion was not very profitable, for it consisted ehielly 
of Akbars ichiting ernes, which had been effected by 
Mussulman Saints and miracles wldcb had been wrought 
at theiv^^^b and insisting that if the priests religion 
were ought to Ijk; able to anthcnticate it with 

niiracl^^^^Vpriests replied ttiat in their ow n country 
tlierc ^^PrUcs of good men, which had often effected 
cures, bill that on account of these siqicmatural quali- 
ties, they were es-teemed very precious, and jicople w'crc 
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itot willing that Uit^y sliould be i'en:ioved out of tlie 
kingtloin. 

Conversation was going on in this clesnltoiy waj”, 
when tlie yoiingoi' priest remarked—that he had some- 
tliing very singular to show the Emperor, if it was his 
iilensure to see it. Cmiosity was excited ;—Akbar said, 
cortainlv, tliat he wlslicd to sec every thing novel and 
rare, and begged the priest to exhi liit. The young man 
feeling ill: a pouch under his cassock, said that he required 
a light. Tills was iiniuediately ordered, and than he, 
retiring a little, applied the lire to something which ho 
held concealed in his baud, after which smoke was seen 
issuing out of his mouth. At tiiis Akbar laughed con- 
teiiiptuously, mul siiid, that every juggler in tlieconntry 
that fiefiucntod fairs would do it ten times better. 
-‘Why,'' be cried, ^'they will bring tire out of their 
nostrils as well as smoke. If your magic was no better 
tliaii this, you would uot make one rupee a month.'* 

This badinage was put an end to by the young 
priest explaining, that there was no feut intended in 
inodiiein" tlie smoke, but that the curiosity wi\.s, that 
the smoke itself was ^’cry soothing and ngrcealde, and 
that from parf uking of d, tlic mind of man l>ecnino 
philosophic and ehcerfah The priest then opened Ins 
hand and showed a small clay pipe, he also exhibitcil 
some of the flagrant weed from ont of his poiicli. 
Akbar was much interested, and sent immediately for 
Jtukeem Abul Euttcb Gilauce to ask his opinion oflbe 
beib, lie insisted in the meantime on trying it, much 
against the remonstrances of Abdul Ka|j||^^io^ was 
now present, and who assured bini It ^^^^Hfeviee of 
the devil, and had proliably been broi^^H^ from 
Ills gatanic majesty by his servants and^HJ^pes the 
priest^ When the biikccni came, lio fijunrt TIjc Empe- 
rnr eougliing very much pfor Akbar iiot-bcing finite,up 
to llic Diystcriw of tUt: pipc^ruifi swi^IIowclI u good 
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of smoke and was sufl’eriiig aecordiiigh’. Tlie Inikeem 
Vi'ith a gi'ave face examitiod the lieib, and afterward'? 
being ordered by the Einiieroeto try it, detdared that it 
was a pleasant, and possibly, a Health Ful weed, but that 
the smoke reqnircd puritying before it was imbiljted — 

*' What is it eallod T iwked Akbar, “ Toiiacoo/' an¬ 
swered the priest, Akbar agreed with the hukeein, 
that the siiiolte would Imj better ht pnriftcntioii, but 
inquired liow tliis could be etfected. The hukeein repticil 
that be thought it might be made to pass through water, 
and from that night he commenced the series of ex jjeri- 
nieiits^ which ended in the iiiveutiou of the hookah. 

Shortly aftei', the priests obtained penmssioii to 
retire. A it bar than rose up and went with his triends 
through the aperture in the w'all, which leads into the 
<ievxtTt-i-a7)tin, There were great crow'ds of jteople in 
this enclosure, anxiously watching the little door, which 
opens at the back of tlic throne galleiy. As soon as 
Akbar appeared tbrougU this, ami took his seat, a great^ 
shout of applause rose up From all sides. In this place 
lie sat netirly half an hour, talking and huighitig wit It 
Abul Fazl, who stood by his side. Occasion all)’a hoi'se 
would be put Ihiough the menage in front of Ins seat : 
now a wild-looking man would tiy and attract his atten¬ 
tion with a pair of tiger cubs, or a jogee witli lx)th his 
arms stiff and atteuiiatcd from being held up aloft, 
would stand, like a prophet denouncing a city silently 
before him. At length another shout announced that 
the Emperor had again withdrawn into the ffcicaw-i- 
hass. Auj^^w seated with a snmll circle nf courtiers , 
around reclined l>ack on his eashions to listen 

to an ^^^^Kwith a white beard, who was going to 
give Tei'sion of Uie Bing of Folycrates, 

" There was onec a king,” began the old man, 
very ridi, very powerful, very just and wise. He had 
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tlioiisaiids, tbonsands of soldici'Sj lakbs of cavalry, an in- 
iinmemble innltitwte of servants. Tbis king also l^d 
avciy 'Vise Fizeer, of higli birtti, noble mien, extensire 
Icaniiiig ; Roostunv in battle, Soi>Tuaii on tiie jiulgment 
scat, 'ritUoot peer in the days gone by, andwlioUy un- 
iiiatebed by men of the present day. This Vizeer had 
ft daugliter, of exquisite beaul^^, sbaip intellect, genile 
disposition, A nightingale in voice, a cypress in 
stature, a ^xivtvidgc in her gait. The plenty of the 
Iicr rfus^kp itiMl tbic bluckiKjss of niid.-- 
night ill licr nwen hair ; aZnleikha! a Lelk! boo, boo" 
cried the old man in great ciithtLaiasin.” 

Tlicn he told the tale of the ring which Mr, Taylor 
has given in his account of Futtehporc Sikree. 

stories succeeded to this, and when at length 
the old man’s voice ceased, alter the last tale, no appro¬ 
bation folio'vcd :— 

'• And if y« tiwrf«1 Gliirlfl fnr^l 

To tluinli bk Ule, A* wTdk'nM wrtj-* 

Tlie icioff bul b«eD m benu utcefh." 

Ifowever the complete hitsh, after the long flow of ani¬ 
mated words, awoke the Empcroi', and, bidding far^vell 
to liis friends, he moved off into the khwabgah lor 
the night. 


And now the city was mostly silent; but there was 
a large house in a lane below the brow of the hill on 
which the palace stood, from which, though all the 
doors outside were closed, a sound of musi^j^ singing 
heal'd. This dwelling belonged t^^Binend of 
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Prince Danial, a young spingal of a Ch 
rapidly spending a large sum of money,'' 
had accumulated in the days of Humayoo 
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The coiivt-yaril in the cenli'y of this linnsc was lightefl 
with torches, ajidi on one sUleou cushions lay a small 
party of young men, amongst whom was Prince Danial ; 
on his right, sat MoKufl'ur Khan plying him witli wine ; 
he was the master of tlie house, a liandsome youth, but 
Teudered cfTeminate in appearance by a profusion of 
long hair, A company of actors werecxhibitiiig on the 
other side of the court, and going tliroiigh a huli(>onish 
scene, which had little moiw point in it, than that a 
oiiati wished to go a Journey, and bad gTOat dilHculty in 
procuring a quiet hoi'Se, 

After the acting a nalcli commenced, to whicli tTie 
spectators paid considciuble attention, as the i>riiicii):d 
danscusc was a girl who had lately ori ived, ami whose 
name was Choonce. She was Ilindoo by birth and 
Jiad hatulsomo Jiaipootnee features. JJut whafc was 
most intercstiijg about her, was, that though surnmnded 
with dmnken glaring eyes, and accompanied by the 
dregs of society, there was still iiu cxprc&siou in her face 
(we cannot call it innocence, for of tliat slie conhl ^ 
ueTCr have even dreamt in sleep, but) of a pensfvc sort 
of despair like indiffeivnce, wbich abnost stood in the 
]jlace of purity. ^\'as it her fault that she had been , 
boi'ji or bred as slic had been—that she bad seen what 
slie had seen, or come to what slio had come ? Ko. 
Jjet wdio dare throw the fii*st stono. If there be a 
creature in the univei'se for whom there is uiicovenanted 
pardon, it must be for one, wdio from the cmdlc to the 
grave, could never possibly have found a place for re- 
]ientauce,^^^h she had sought it carefully and with ^ 
teal's. 

Dan ial was laying a matchlock. This 
was a ^^^TOidtc piece of his, to which, as indicating 
its fatality to the animals against wdiich it w'as raised, 
he had given the jocose ’name of Jenrizeh ,or the bier. 
This pleasantry fvlls in the same categoiy with that of 
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a iioHo Marquis of our own age, who called a favorite 
luuitci% Saltiisl», because it was gowl for a fast day. 

At one tiino the Emperor had been so distressed 
with Danial's habits, that he had determined to niahe 
an eflbrt to break them otf by violence. The prince 
Tvas therefore made a prisoner in Ids own aparttnent% 
and strictly watched. But a knavish servant bad man- 
a«^cd to hriag wine, clandestinely, in tlie barrel of Jona- 
zch. Tills exploit had, of course, endeared the match¬ 
lock still more to its owner, and a poetical friend liad 
by his request written some verses on it which at late 
hours of the night the rrince was accustomed to sing 
himself. To-night there was a call for the composition 
ill question—so Dauial taking a sitar, on which iiistru- 
nicnt he played a little, and being accompaiiitHl by 
litoznduv Khan on a small dniui, struck up, to a mono¬ 
tonous air some Persian verses, which may be finely 
given in English, in lines resembling these :— 

DRIHKINQ SONG OF PRINCE DANIAL 

1. 


UndcT tbe trePf 

Many a t-iTiie iiulivy IibVU 1 tilt deer «fUh inM^ 

JUte I ilaot the ttiilki wl rdo-lrtick lti I hrtii npblj pMfp 
Tm\ UitcniDH fir nn iiid then tgpptitff o"er the jfimi* 

And whei 5 tbn of iJTeptnff iflil* the tjijftfU wcat lo prajp 
1 ili&yghl ndralt of wino^ ri tetiijr HiuBh for Ihi ubJi 
B ut lliey trfiiifcijred and tbo flu^teToil uad they took the ProfiiiTlii rninifp 
Bq I iiina.E?gkid it ihnangh thro old Bitd fbiiftd it jy*t uio 
\ ah wJiiit n plim«iiOt frland ihon art I 

ill wjf fiporLlflji a ad ctfon;4in|[' tlioct hilt Uifl wrcnjwt 


II. 


Tliey Wl tno 1 itm dyiTajf from tbu Idtai joyi jm bnng'i 
Awl lie ukk^iiiirnff 1 hate giten m\sk mn.j nn^n arwither taifigi 
But it b Iwttflr ihui to die, then liti ht aahef ppdop 
And sf I tuil 0 hrtndffd Wmu I'd 

Botna SiO pjUjSnff half tho nightp fur firt^rtnlWi wl 
And nnn? e'pe liTBUEnlag half Ulf night,, of 
ltt*t ] api fbllS of bafjhliiXp ntid fnllof wia#, 

Alad fcf Ihero Ua a heart, 1 a^etir IL 

.li^niKh, iih Jmflfttlii I wkit m pl»»Amt fi» I* Uu* I 
That liitla Bie i£j d-altdiaoalJ. Hid m^kfm aae dit of niMt- 

Let us leave the convivial party, and ascend the 
gateway of the Silickh's tomb. All is darlt and silent 
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—^inslng from tlic city ami<lst the few specks of ligljfc 
beneatli, come the evies of watchmen ; while from the 
darker mystery beyond the walls, swell feintly and dis¬ 
mally the bark of jackals^ and the sudden yelp of 
fiercer beasts. Anight breeze blows over one, like that 
dreary wind, which in Moslem belief is to precede the 
day of judgment. Why is there such terror—such 
awful forlomess in its moan ? The air is big ivitli 
doom. The scene we have witnessed to-day is to pass 
not by the common operations of change and time, but 
in blackness and darkness aw-ay. Danial is to find the 
deatli of liorrors he is seeking. For young Kbosrn a 
life of trouble and imiwisoumcnt, and a sudden end is 
ill store. The gay head of Abu I Fazl is to be brought 
one day, dripping with gore bcfoi'e lits Itoyal Ma.ster; 
Akbar is to come one midnight to the couch pt Feizo 
—but be cannot hear—he is spitting blood, and barr¬ 
ing, and dying in agonies, Tlie cheerful Becr-Biil is 
to be murdered far away, amongst the Eusutzai; and 
when tlie inevitable hour comes to the Emperor himself,^ 
bis sou and bis grandson are to be intriguing over Ids 
deatli-bed for the vacant diacletn. Thug as over the 
Bowel'S of pleasures, so too, over the gems of glorj', ig ^ 
ever dcscernible the tmil pf the serpent." 

The ideas of this sketch have been suggested by 
llie accounts given in Masir-6-Itahimi, of Abdul Baki, 
Abdul Kadir's histoiy. Tlie Khoiasiit-uJ-Tibb, a trea¬ 
tise on medicine by Hukecni Imam Buksh, and Sir 
Henry Elliott’s Works,'" 

Ag^^l^w reached by railway from Calcutta, 
and will be so, from Bombay. There are 

severai^^^B and all kinds of carriages are there 
procui^^^Bd in the cool weather a week may I>e 
sjpent at Agra and its environs with great pleasure, 
BmaU inlaid marble models of the tomb, paper weights, 
gnd knives, and eveii large inlaid tables, &c., of superior . 
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make, can bo proenveA of one WutLoo,*' who lins a 
shop in the N&J-ki-ManAf; inferior tUings made of 
juarble can be bought at the Taj gate, 

I will couduAo my ©mSh-Soafe 'with the words of 
many Persian Writers at the dnino of their effusions:— 


tbe n«4er b« pluted.—S^uuJC I 


J. T, N. 



^ • I Nathflo k dmd. FstiTP liju tidwa Ml pla£«T wsi 

^ UHbkirfthvXiy njl Ih^ 8|4IIU^ 
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